A Case for the Proclamation of the Constitution
Access and Preservation of Prestigious Documents

Balancing the needs of clients with the long-term preservation
requirements of prestigious archival records is a delicate act that
comes with several challenges. In many cases, providing access
to important archival material through on-site consultations or
loans to institutions requires careful consideration and negotiation
to mitigate the risk of damage to the documents while at the
same time ensuring access.
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Challenges
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By the GrRace of God of The tmted RGO, Canadn

ADQ her other ReaLMSs ANd TERRITORISS Queet)__,
head o the commonweaLch, dependerof the parch.

To ALt to whom these presents shall come or

aihom The same may M ANYWAY CONCERN

GRECTING:

AMATION |
Artorney general of Canada
ILt.‘. ? CAS
). Jin the past certain amendments to the Constitution of Canada have been made by the-
nent of theliniced Kingdom at the request and with the consent of Canada_;
S it is in accord with the status of Canada as an independent state that—
Canadians be able- to amend their Constitution in Canada tn all respects;
ANDWHEREAS 1t is desirable to provide tn the Constitution of Canada for the recognition
of certain fundamental rights and fieedoms and to make other amendments to the—
Constitution;
AND WHEREAS the Partiament of theUnited Ringdom has therefore, at the request and
with the consent of Canacla, enacted the Canada Act,which promd'rs_for the patriation and
amenchment of the Constitution of Canada;
AND WHEREAS Section 58 of the Constitution Act, 1082, set out (n Schedule B to the Canada_
Act, provides that the Constitution Act, 1082 shall, subject to section 50 thereof come into
force onaday to be fixed by proclamation issued under the Great Seal of Canada__;
NOW KNOW You that we, by and with the advice of OurPrivy Counctl fm' Canada, do by
this Our Proclamation, declare that the Constitution Act, 1082 shall, subject to section 59
thereof, come tnto force on the Seventeenth day of April, in the year of OurLord One—
Thousand Nine Hundred and Ewghty-two. _
OF ALLWHICH Our Loving Subjects and all others whom these Presents ma Y concern are—

dLIZABETH DAUX

PAR LA GRACe Oe dreu Retne du rRogaume-ant, du
CANAOA et de Ses AUTRES ROYAUMES et TERRITOTRES,

chep da commoneaLth, 0épensedr de LA [ol.

A TOUS Ceux que Les presentes peavent oe qaelLqae

DA ERE CONCERNER,

SALUT:

f 1\: ONSIDERANT

| (Ju’a la demande et avee le consentement du Canada, Le Parlement du Royaume -
& tnt a déjd modifié a plusieurs reprises la Constitution du Canada_;
(JU’en vertu de leur appartenance & ungtat souveraun, les Canacliens se dotvent de détentr
tout pouvotr de modifier leur Constitution au Canada:
(Uit est souhaitable d'inscrive dans la Constitution chu Canada la reconnaissance d'un—
certain nombre de libertés et de droits fondamentaux et d'y apporter dautres modifications;
(JUE LeParlement cuRoyaume Ui, & 1a demande et avec Le consentement du Canada, a_
adopté en constquence la Lot sur te Canacla, qui prévott le rapatriement de la Constitution.
canadienne et sa modification__:
(ue varticle 55.f1}]l|12§|1t a lannexc 8 de lalLot sur le Canada, stipule que, sous 1éserve de—
Larticle 59, lalol constitutionnelle de 1982 entrera en vigueur a une date fixte par—
proclamation sous Le grand sceau du Canada_;
NOUS PROCLAMONS, sur lavis deNotre Conseil privé pour le-Canada, que Lla Lot
constitutionnelle e 1082 entrera en vigueur; sous reserve de larticle 50, le dix-septiéne—
Jour dumois davril en Uan de grdce mil neuf cent quatre-vinge-deux.
NOUS DEMANDONS A Nos loyaux sujets ¢t & toute autre personme concernde de prendre-
acte dela présente proclamation .
€N FO1DE QUOT, Nous avons rendu Les prisentes lettres patentes et yavons fait apposer (e

B The grace of God o the unted Kimagdom,can
ANO her other REALMS AN TEeRRITORIES

head o the commonweaLth, depender o theraich.

COALLTO (Uht"-? n These }‘l“'\“@‘('—‘l TS ShALL come or

whom The same may 1M ANGWIAY CONCERTY_

A PROCLAMATION
Atornet

the past certain amendments to the Constitution of Cay
arlament of the United Ringdoprat the reques
DWHEREAS 1Tis n accord with ¢ P
ble- to amend their
FEREAS it i desirable to
ertain fundamental rights

force on aday to befixed by proclame

NOW RNOW You that We, by and with th&

this QurProclamation, declare that the ConstitulionACt, 1082 §
50 thereof, come into force on the Seventeenth day of April, in the'Ye
“housand NineHundred and Eighty-two. '

UFALL WHICH Ourloving Subjects and all ot

dLIZABETD D4

DAR LA GRAC el Reme &

A TOUS Ceux que Les presences peuvent oe qaetl (ae

DINNIERE CONCERNER..

SALUT:

JON

2oc Le consentement du Canada, leParlement duRoyaume -
gicurs reprises 1@ Constitution du Canada_;
a un Etat souverain, les Canadiens se dotvent de détenir—
titution au Canada_:
£ 1a Constitution du Canada La reconnatssance d'un_
s fondamentaux et d'y apporter d'autres modifications;
la demande ¢t avee le consentement du Canada, a
Canada, qui prevolt le rapatriement de la Constitution

e B de la'lot surle Canada, stipule que; sous réserve

1elle de 1982 entrera envigueur 3 une date fixée par—

au du Canada_,
*sUr lavis de Notre Conseil privé pour le Canada, que la Lot
elle cle 1982 entrera en viqueur; sous réserve ce Uarticle 50, le dix-se priéme
ots d'avril en Lan degrdce mil neuf cent quatre-vingt-deux.
DEMANDONS A Nos loyau_\‘ sujets et a toute autre personne concernee de prencre
¥ dela prisente proclamation .
"N FO1DE QUOT, Nousavons rencu Les présentes lettres patentes et avons fait apposer le—

grand sceau du Canada_.
Fait enNotre ville d'Ottawa, ce dix-septitme jour cu mots d'avril en l'an de grace mil
neuf cent quatre-vinge-deux, Le trente e uniéme de Notre régne—

required to takenotice and togovern themse ingly.

N TONY WHEREOTF We have caused these-
Our-Letters to be madePatent and the Great Seal

of Canada tobe hereunto affixec.
At Our City of Ottawa, this Seventeenth day of
April in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand__
NineHundred and Eghty-two and n the Thirty-
first Year of OurReign_.

grand sceau du Canada_.
Fait eniNotre ville d'Ottawa, ce dix-septidme- jour dumois davril en l'an de grace mil
neuf cent quatre-vingedeux, (e trente et uniéme de Notre régne—

hereby required to take notice and to govern themselves accordingly.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF Wehave caused
these Ourdetters to be madePatent and the Great
Seal of Canada to be hereunto aﬁ'txcd.
At Our Ciry of Ottawa, this Seventeenth day of~
Aprilin theYear of OurLord One Thousand__
Nwme Hundred and Eighty-two and in the Thurty-
flrst Year of ourReign__ .
. ety . e R SR T Maiccts
Bu Her Majesty’s Command_ Par ordre de SaMajesté- ByHer Majesty's Command. ~ Par ordre de Sa Majesté
A ; ni Mol
(N " e L .
LLe registraire ginéral du Canada Registrar Generalof Canada. > ) Leregistraue gencral du Canada

Registrar General of Canada_ =

LA .:.-“-C.f.--f-‘.-’ —

< o _ P S : )
Yer ministre dis Canada Prime Minister4f Ca ¢ Le premier mnistre du Canada

Prume Minister of 'Ccfl/mda.

_ . D SAVE TLE Ol e 1 PROTEGE LA RE =
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN DIEU PROTEGE LA REINE GOD SAVE THE QUEEN DIEU PROTEGE LAREINE

Access and Preservation

Library and Archives Canada (LAC) holds the two original copies of the Proclamation of the Constitution
Act (1982) in its collection. One copy was signed during the outdoor public ceremony and was exposed
to rain. The other was signed privately and later suffered intentional damage. Studies conducted in 2012
by the Canadian Conservation Institute (CCI) concluded that the signature inks used on both copies of
the Proclamation of the Constitution are extremely light sensitive. This information, coupled with an
increasing demand for the long-term loan and display of these documents, compelled LAC to work
closely with CCl to create specifications for a preservation storage case with all the features necessary
to protect these important documents while on display.

Long-Term Preservation

The case is designed to accommodate an anoxic
or low-oxygen environment should LAC decide to
pursue this at a later date. Creating a low-oxygen
environment typically involves using valves to flush the
oxygen out of a sealed case, replacing it with an inert
gas (usually nitrogen). Because oxygen accelerates
the deterioration of many organic materials, anoxic
environments provide a good option for slowing
deterioration and adding to the life of the material.

One of the biggest challenges was designing a storage case that addressed both preservation and security concerns while not interfering with the visibility and display of the document.

Glazing: Glass must be anti-reflective and offer
protection from harmful ultraviolet light exposure
while still offering good visibility
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Finishes: All case parts are anodised
black so that the case does not draw
attention away from the document

Conclusion

The preservation storage case and display case form a two-part system that provides the necessary
preservation, display, and security requirements needed to protect both copies of one of Canada’s
most important documents. The success of this project has opened doors to the possibility of creating
more custom preservation cases for other treasures and prestigious documents in LAC’s collection.

Library and Archives
Canada

Bibliotheque et Archives
Canada
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Document clips: Clips must be hidden and not
detract from display of the document while still
ensuring that the document stays securely attached

Environmental controls: All internal components
such as desiccants are hidden in compartments
beneath the document support tray

to the support plate
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Integration: The storage case fits seamlessly
inside a larger custom-built display case
that addresses security requirements

Michael Smith

Collection Manager, Textual and
Cartographic, Unpublished and Unbound
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