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Chapter 3: Intellectual Control and Assessment

1. A broad definition was used for “catalog”: research tool or finding aid that
provides intellectual control over collection through entries that may contain descriptive detail, including physical description, provenance, history,
accession information, etc.
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The International Network for the Conservation of Contemporary Art – North America (INCCA-NA) is a
membership organization devoted to the collection, sharing, and preservation of knowledge needed for
the conservation of modern and contemporary art. A regional affiliate of a worldwide organization, the
North American group was launched in January 2006 under the guidance of a steering committee of conservation professionals from institutions such as New York University, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and
the Museum of Modern Art. Members are required to contribute records to the Database for Artists’
Archives, which includes information such as artists’ interviews, installation protocols, and scientific
materials research and is accessible to members on the INCCA Web site. The North American group is
currently developing membership, organizational structure, and fund-raising for staff and programming.
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Fig. 3.5 Institutions with American Art Holdings That
Provide Online Access to the Content of Their Holdings
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Fig. 3.6 Institutions with American Art Holdings That
Have Done a General Collections Condition Survey
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The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in
Kansas City, Missouri, has had a paintings
conservator on staff for close to 60 years,
and the paintings collections have been
well maintained. However, the objects
conservation department was only established in 1989, resulting in an alarming
70-year backlog in the American decorative arts collection, due in part to a lack of
funding, a lack of space, and conflicting
curatorial priorities. The recent arrival of a
curator of decorative arts has been the
impetus for a renewed focus on an important, but little known, American collection. Building on a comprehensive conservation survey of the American furniture
and period rooms done in 1992, more
surveys for treatment prioritization are in
the works. At least 600 objects are in need
of minor treatment, while about 100 need
further evaluation and possibly major
treatment before they can be considered
for display. It is anticipated that many
treatments will require funding beyond the
general operating budget, especially those
that require the expertise of outside consultants. For example, the museum is currently seeking $25,000 for the conservation of an important upholstered Renaissance Revival settee.
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collections, compared to 37% of medium-sized
institutions and 34% of small institutions. Nineteen percent of large institutions have no collections assessed, which is close to the figures for
medium-sized institutions (23%) and small institutions (22%). Condition surveys/assessments are
among the most common needs cited in the survey, with 21% of institutions having an urgent
need and 79% having a need or urgent need for
them.
Institutions holding American art are more
likely to have a written, long-range plan for the
care of collections (figure 3.7) than institutions

This Charles A. Bauduoine (American, 180895) Renaissance Revival settee from about
1850 is in need of treatment to remove inappropriate upholstery, strengthen the frame,
replace lost veneer, and re-upholster with
historically accurate materials.
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Fig. 3.7 Institutions with American Art Holdings with a Written, Long-Range Plan for the Care
of the Collection
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overall, and yet the figures are not ideal. Only
13% have a plan, and another 13% are operating
on an outdated plan. Many rely on an institutional long-range plan for setting preservation
goals (24%), but the highest percentage has no

plan at all (35%). Larger institutions are more
likely to have a current, written plan (19%) but
28% still report that they have no long-range plan
for the care of collections—not even as part of an
institutional plan. N

