Promoting Conservation in the archaeological site of
El Purutal, San Agustin WHS, Colombia
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The prchascicgcal sl of El Punnal =5 kaCane)
in tse rrunicipality of San Agustin, Huilo depart.
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Results and abservations rom ihe conssrvaban reatmenl.

The femoval of (e contemporary colars i the bad sculpiunes was sabsdasciony and reached & good balance of claaning
and presarving the orignal polycromy, However, in some small preas whare the stone presenied decchesion and the
original paint layer was damaged the comempodrany metauching could nol b removed, Tharsdons, soma of the newly
added paint in some speoific arcas was befl,

The femaval of (e yellow was sasy, a mix of sleohol and destilabed water was applied with colton swal cbbaining goosd
resulks, On tha contrary in anpas covered with brovwn and red the emoval process was mone domandang, espacially on
g ol TI'HIII!- Birincas o bl 818e of condafvalion

For resmaving the brosm oodor @ minture of acelone, alcohol and destilated waler has o be used and in several amas
I} wines ecEsaEry b maisl wilth 5 plashs brush.

The fed newly added point wos oil-based, then organic solvens like ethylacetnie and dimettyiformamide has b be
usrd, This paini had adhared well 0 all suiaces inclusding the sur@oes sare b ongingd color s missing, then the no-
CVING wiis labarnoas. |m he srass whars e red color was applad I:Hll‘.'ﬂ_'r on lop ol 1he slons, (e bar ﬂlﬂ“ panel
veas cansfully used for removing the oil based paind Bayer

nca e removal was insshed a silconss spoungs (WishAB]) was usad giving b sl cleamng 1o Bhe reconened criginal
pofychromy

Ouifing e ascavabion ol the sculplure 1871 in
1SS [P Metildl wilis SEparwied from the body bul
Eoili padin wife axhibled Bgolhar ol 2005
whin somecng bried fo N the haad. The ICAMH
plarmed Rired & groog of coniervron basdoed by
Marin Paula Alarar thal adhesod thas 2 paris with
sl Thiry wisd & moiar with smilar charsciar-
istics of the sions for Siling 1he smply spooss
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Then inabiiity io fully remoes these contomporary paints and iho fact that the sculptures wors epaintod prowe the throat
to e pressrvation of ihess sculpluns and the need o educs vandalism hrough communily nvalvemant

During the onsite work, the conservators patiently explained the propedures cammied owl on the sculpdures in simple
bors (o WiBitors, guades, bourksl services providers, padk afficiais, pnd inhadiante of e region 8o thay would barier un-
diaratand Eha iRread bo heir preseration. Once e consarsation process was Bnished, saveml conferencas for phasent.
ing B wana given in San Agusiin municipality

The community responss was very positive. Pecple expressed bolh admiration and curlosity o learmn about the charmc-
torighes of Bhe ongsnnl malenals, e reaulls of phinioun afudies, and e daimits of Ehe consanvabon procoss Ehal ad-
Ioweed e reconveny of ofiginal paint lryer. They also showed interest in the dacipline of archabological consstvation in
Codombia and undersiopd the imporiance of baing irvoleed in the Esk of peserving culluml hovitage

Conclusions and recommandations for furthar study,

of tha e

archasclogical heritages
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L e e lﬁﬂﬂ-lﬂrﬂ profection of ihe sculplunes

in essandial ihat all siakoholdens gal invalved and apply approprisls messures b ochieve e probection

I k= impari@nt thad the responsibe govermmandad instilutions and consarvalons mako parodic sie viaits
to carmy ol manibofing and wark wilh 1he community o mise awareness on the impofmnce of probecting

Tha sducalionsl approseh under which this consarvalion projact was doveloped that ncluded iha in-
volvement of visiions durng on sfe works, contribuie not only fo the recognition of the valees of this im- P —
portant srchasological she | but also maised swirenass on delenoration and consarvation ssues, for tha

warw oy eciopalrimonio.ong

Asconding 1o radocarben data, the scuigiurea from El Pundisl were caived, painled §d bured i fe Gl cenbaty, Thei
polychromy was well pressned covensd by the sarth unbill 1884 when o paasant discovened the sculpbune 152. AL that
time,_ an prehasologcal survay wis haaded by Julio Cesar Cubilos and the sila [hal has ong lomb, 1o sculplunes and
thésr dobmens was redonsbucted. Snoe hen, proleciad by & ahallés 80d wih & poor syshém ol surveillance the il his
Daccamia ona of The mosd vigted In the archaepogpoal ansa of San Agusiin

In i beginnirsg of 2011, someone covered (he polychromy af the sidth cenmury stulphees wilh conlemparany paints (o
based part and virpd). Insioad of showing thes agao, thase sculptures looked renevwed and had the appaaranos of being
Talse documents of the past

Alarmed by ke damage caussd on hase imporant sculpbunes, tha Colombian Archsological and Hislorical Instilute de-
gided b hire conservaiors Mana Pacla Almanez and her collatomicrs (sabol Cristing Guinleo and Camilp Badancu
during Hedly Yeek of 2011 (thea paak of [he Durism sasson| o conserve the smilpheed. The consenabon Btivbes n-
duded nemoving the nmwly added paing layers and neccweting the original polychrome of the soulpbunes from El Purutal

Mathodology and procedse

The Ineabmen] began with & pholographic recosd of the sculptures and
soivand lesting Thono ane consanation procedunes that aliow for re-
meovang [Bypars of varmishes or paardings and preserss ntilying Byers
orsd original polychromy. Thess procedunes involvs b use of orgonic
SoivantE wiuch are volable subsances hal 9o rol Bave sdues angd
oflow i elirmiralion af paint Wyans @ b sslscive way

The mosd efecive soivents wene used o memove the recent paint (red
yilling B Berceath) wirihoail affeching e ongingl paind lavad
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Ornce the nowly added padnt layers wene removed, the degradation of the sculplures polychromy became
ovident1. Tha bleck spois on fha noso of the sculpturm 161 have increesed; probably becauss people often waol
thé surface of the sculplure o sppfeciaie he odiginal colons

Inv the souipture 182 new spots have appasnsd on the lof side of the tace, the neck and the iomo. Some of thass
spobs Aee Boresgn madedal apphed by visilods on ihe polychiome surtaca, Diheds have & nafursl Bppearance
{resinouws), o wene caused by the migraton of minerats on lop of the surface. In order o debermine the exact
natum of thi spots described above It is nocessary to camy out Ebormdony lests
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Th conservation process carried oud in 201 1 showed thal the sculptures in recent poars Roee suffend

pevoral opispdos of vandalism which iz 8 significand facior of debssoration thal hos rmoversibby oonsa- B
guences. Arvarnd A T L TR R PO | AT W N R o T
[:mdﬂuﬂnﬂ that 1ha wandalism is ona of tha msn causes of the detenaradion of El Purwtad sCuiptures, it Forim R dgparr Hise Tramege de grecn rsserie § e i Coiesss berg i on B s S bt .
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