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When a natural disaster strikes, the consequences can be devastating 
for the individual home or business owner. The first priorities relate 

to basic human needs, such as saving lives, caring for the injured, providing 
shelter and safe food and water sources. These efforts transition into activi-
ties related to returning the community to a sense of normalcy: restoring 
utilities and services, clearing damage and debris, and assessing and stabiliz-
ing structures for future repairs. Although many of the early response efforts 
are coordinated and managed by a local emergency response team, much 
of the work is left to individual property owners. People who may still be 
reeling from a traumatic experience soon face a rebuilding effort that involves 
a tapestry of structures of various ages, styles, and uses. Many of these 
privately-owned structures are, or can be, listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places and are considered important components to the fabric of the 
community. This article will discuss the general process of a long-term recov-
ery effort, the planning that is involved in pre-disaster efforts, the people 
and organizations involved, and how the conservator works in conjunction 
with these larger efforts. The perspective of local historic districts, private 
homeowners, and business owners is the primary focus.
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About ASG
The Architecture Specialty 
Group currently has 
about 345 members. ASG 
develops and promote the 
conservation of immovable 
cultural heritage, including 
buildings, monuments, 
outdoor sculpture, and 
related sites, and provides 
a forum for the exchange 
of information.  Learn more 
at www.culturalheritage 
.org/architecture-
specialty-group.
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From the Vice President
Normally this column alternates between AIC’s president and executive director, 

but this month I am excited to take the authorial reins for my discussion about 
the 2023 AIC Annual Meeting. 

The AIC Annual Meeting is a professional high point for our cultural heritage 
preservation community, where we come together to learn, to share our research, 
and to engage in social and professional networking. However, many of the issues 
we face as a professional organization and as members of humanity are complex; 
the sheer scope of the conference theme, “Conservation in the Age of Environ-
mental, Social, and Economic Climate Change,” makes it evident that we cannot 
“go it alone.” We need to seek advice, listen, and learn from others to be effective 
participants in broader, more holistic efforts to create positive changes. For this 
reason, we are excited to be having a Keynote Panel as part of the opening session 
of the 2023 AIC Annual Meeting in Jacksonville. We have invited three inspirational 
individuals, Mr. Ennis Davis, Mr. Ben Garcia, and Dr. Nicole Robinson; they will share 
their ideas and insights to enable us to better understand how to direct our efforts 
and to keep hope alive while doing so. 

A common tendency when we go to conferences is to “swan in,” not informing 
ourselves about the place that we’re visiting and instead behaving as tourists. But 
to be respectful and informed visitors, we need to listen to the local communi-
ties and learn from them. The land where the state of Florida now exists has had 
a complicated social and political history and currently faces imminent severe 
impacts from climate change-induced hurricanes and rising seawater levels. Our 
first speaker, Mr. Ennis Davis, is a Jacksonville resident and can speak directly to 
the local situation in Jacksonville and surrounding communities. Mr. Davis is an 
architect, urban planner, historian, and award-winning author. He is committed to 
both the preservation and documentation of the histories of often disenfranchised 
communities and to creating a better quality of life for their modern residents. From 
him, we can learn about the realities facing those living in the Jacksonville area, and 
the efforts they are making to deal with issues such as climate change, embracing 
diversity, and promoting equity.

Today’s political and social landscape is highly divisive, and unfortunately one 
where many groups who fought for equality now see the possibility of their efforts 
being undone by new legislation. In 2022, our second speaker, Mr. Ben Garcia, 
Executive Director of the American LGBTQ+ Museum in New York City, wrote that 
“the fight for equal rights needs to be fought over and over.” Speaking to H.L. 
Comeriato from the Buckeye Flame, he said that he sees the museum as “part of 
the movement for queer liberation,” and that “we are going to be a museum with a 
perspective, and that perspective is that queer people deserve to have access to 
the same benefits, rights, and liberties in society as everyone else does.” We look 
forward to hearing him share his vision for the museum, and how it plays a role in 
community-focused activism that will keep the fight for LGBTQ+ rights alive. From 
him, we can learn how we can support these efforts and be advocates and col-
laborators in efforts to preserve the legacies of groups that have been deliberately 
dismissed or erased.

One of the five points of AIC’s new three-year strategic plan is to “Promote and 
Invest in Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Access.” Our third speaker, Dr. Nicole 
Robinson, has devoted much of her life to transforming educational and profes-
sional organizations so that they can create “cultures of belonging,” where differ-
ences are accepted, valued, and leveraged to create strengths. A classically trained 
pianist, educator, and author, Dr. Robinson rose through academic ranks, eventually 
becoming the Associate Vice President for Equity and Diversity at the University of 
Utah before leaving to found her own company, Cultural Connections by Design. In 
trying to figure out how get teachers to understand their students and the racism, 
sexism, prejudices, and systems of oppression that they may face, she invented two 

Cory Rogge, 
AIC Vice President
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“games” that invite participants to explore power and privilege within identity and 
lived experiences. She acknowledges that diversity work is challenging and can be 
a messy process but that disruption and questioning are necessary for learning. We 
look forward to having her guide us in deeper conversation, helping ensure that our 
community is one that can become authentic and transparent.

We are so very grateful that these three leaders are willing to engage with us at 
our annual meeting and to help us learn to be a stronger, more resilient community 
that listens, respects, and advocates for and participates in positive changes. 
We hope that you will join us in welcoming them on May 17th, either in-person in 
Jacksonville or through virtual attendance (the recording will be available for non-
synchronous viewing). We thank our Jacksonville Task Force members, Fletcher 
Durant, Jane Klinger, John Steele, and Jodie Utter, with advice and support from 
Suzanne Davis, Molly Gleeson, Ruth Seyler, and Lissa Rosenthal-Yoffe, for their 
efforts in selecting these three speakers. Anne Seibert, who lives in Jacksonville, 
also provided very valuable local insight and advice, including directing us to Mr. 
Davis. We have not had keynotes at our annual meeting for some time, but these 
times and our conference theme signal the importance in rebooting this trend. We 
hope you agree and will register now to join us on May 17th.

—Cory Rogge, AIC Vice President, crogge@mfah.org

Continued from p. 4

From the Vice President

https://2023-annual-meeting.events.culturalheritage.org/
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Disaster Preparation
Presidential Policy Directive 8 directs the development of a national preparedness 

goal. The intent of the directive is to strengthen the security and resiliency of communi-
ties through preparation planning. The responsibility for this goal is shared by all levels 
of government, the private and non-profit sectors, and individual citizens. Each region 
differs slightly on how they will address the recovery and restoration of their community 
post-disaster. The National Disaster Recovery Framework (NDRF) recommends that 
communities address potential impacts from a disaster through a series of operations 
that include: A preparedness campaign, short term recovery, intermediate recovery, and 
long-term recovery. At the core of the NDRF is the empowerment of individuals and local 
leadership to make the choices that are most appropriate for their own communities. 
It also promotes and encourages partnerships and collaboration between public and 
private sectors. A locally developed and written Hazard Mitigation Plan is a product of 
this framework that combines expertise from many local sectors and creates a planning 
document that will act as a roadmap for a community to rebuild.

Hazard Mitigation Plans, Disaster Recovery Plans, and other similar disaster prepara-
tion activities are commonplace amongst larger cultural institutions, tribal governments, 
and local municipalities but smaller organizations and some local governments may not 
have any such resource—or may have something that is out of date. These documents 
take a considerable amount of time, expertise, and resources to create. In the absence of 
such a document, a post-disaster recovery will rely on larger state or national practices 
that may or may not be tailored to their own community and circumstances.

Groups Involved in Local Disaster Response
There are many groups involved in disaster response and planning, 

and a network of heritage responders continues to grow and develop 
across the country. Groups involved in both pre-planning and response 
include, but are not limited to, cultural heritage professionals, public 
institutions, professional organizations, natural resource professionals, 
major local industries’ representatives, local planning departments, local 
emergency response officials, and government agencies. Each group has 
a specific role in the planning and long-term recovery process and must 
work together to ensure all priorities are satisfactorily addressed.

Some of these professionals may have experience working with his-
toric resources, but the majority will not. Many will have differing priori-
ties, including life safety, ecological safety, the creation of more resilient 
communities, or economic vitality and infrastructure. Fortunately, it 
is becoming more common for cultural resource professionals to be 
included in plan development in communities with large historic districts 
and/or heritage tourism.

Post-disaster, state, local, and federal agencies will assist individuals in 
the recovery process. This aid can take the form of the federal and state 
disaster relief funding, small business administration loans, and disaster 
assistance improvement programs. For major disasters involving impacts 
to cultural resources, FEMA teams deployed to a local community will 
include cultural resource specialists—both from among FEMA staff 
and, when needed, from other federal agencies like the National Park Service (NPS) or 
Institute of Museums and Library Services (IMLS)—to provide the initial assistance and 
technical support to local communities. The federal role during these deployments can 
remain high level, and these professionals are not able to provide direct assistance to the 
contractors and homeowners repairing their historic resources. Other public and private 

Continued from cover

Architectural Conservation + Disaster  
Preparedness and Response

Groups assessing 
damage, courtesy the 
National Park Service, 
Technical Preservation 
Services

https://www.dhs.gov/presidential-policy-directive-8-national-preparedness
https://www.fema.gov/pdf/recoveryframework/ndrf.pdf
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organizations, like the National Heritage Responders, State and Tribal Historic Preser-
vation Offices, the National Trust, and a variety of others, can fill the gap and provide 
technical support to the communities affected.

Complicating Factors for Cultural Resources in Disaster 
Response

The reconstruction and preservation of privately owned historic resources in a com-
munity falls to the individuals, general contractors, and restoration professionals. This 
work can involve anything from reconstruction in areas of structural damage, to cleaning 
and mold mitigation due to water intrusion, to the replacement of irreparably damaged 
historic surfaces. All work must meet certain basic standards for livability and can be 
subject to review and inspection from local planning commissions, code enforcement, 
federal oversight, etc. Following a significant disaster event, the demand for qualified 
construction professionals often exceeds the capacity of well-known local businesses.

Planning documents that serve as a roadmap to recovery understandably lean on 
published research and studies, many of which are focused on contemporary construction 
materials. The reliance on (and ready availability of information about) contemporary archi-
tectural materials can leave the impression that conservation treatments hamper efforts to 
make a community resilient to climate events. Instead, the lack of readily accessible litera-
ture about historic and traditional materials hinders collaboration with non-preservation 
professionals. Providing plain-language succinct guidance to property owners about good 
practices for their historic buildings, finishes, and furnishings is a critical need.

Government agencies and non-profit organizations attempt to provide needed tech-
nical support but are constrained by time and the depth of their own resources. As a 
result, home and business owners are left with little to no technical support on the most 
effective (and historically appropriate) method to return their home and business back 
to service. Individuals are left to do their own research, relying on internet searches, 
conversations with neighbors, product manufacturers, and available contractors to help 
them make decisions.

Modern codes, which vary by state and region, can be confusing for the owners of 
historic structures and may be perceived as anti-conservation, though they are not 
inherently intended as such. Codes are written to reflect current building practices and 
assist in the creation of safe, accessible structures. Due to the wide range of manufac-
turing techniques for historic building materials, the interpretation of codes in relation 
to historic buildings generally requires a preservation professional who can translate 
contemporary construction techniques, materials, fire safety, ventilation, and utilities to a 
historic structure.

Last, but not least, redevelopment of historic properties often combines many eco-
nomic resources including, but not limited to insurance, grants, and loans. Often these 
funding sources have specific requirements that must be followed during remediation, 
i.e., minimum square footage, energy efficiency, hazardous material mitigations, etc. These 
requirements are intended to build resiliency in communities and ensure that there are 
healthy and safe spaces to inhabit, but often these requirements are most easily achieved 
using modern materials, for which there is greater access to information and treatment 
methodologies. To balance both modern requirements and the preservation of historic 
resources, any designer/practitioner must be knowledgeable about the materials and 
structures they are working with and must have a comprehensive understanding of 
modern building codes and regulations.

For example, program regulations like those associated with federal flood insurance 
can be strong drivers in choices that property owners make related to recovery and 
repairs pre- and post-disaster. Compliance or non-compliance with flood insurance 
requirements impacts monthly or annual premiums that property owners pay to be 
insured. Virtually all flood insurance is derived from the federal government (even when 
purchased from a private insurance company) and borrowers of federally backed mort-
gages for properties within flood hazard areas are required to maintain flood insurance. 
As part of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), FEMA has published information 

Members of the public 
who are dealing with 
impacts to important 
objects can also reach 
out to the National 
Heritage Responders 
at NHRpublichelpline@
culturalheritage.org.
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APT + DRI
The Association for 
Preservation Tech-
nology (APT) Disaster 
Response Initiative (DRI) 
Task Group focuses on 
research and developing 
strategies for outreach 
and education for 
historic structures 
that are vulnerable 
to natural and man-
made disasters. They 
have partnered with 
FAIC’s emergency 
programs, the Applied 
Technology Council 
(ATC), and Heritage 
Emergency National 
Task Force (HENTF). 
For more information, 
APT DRI can be reached 
at petc@apti.org.

regarding the resiliency of flood damage-resistant materials and requirements for 
the use of such materials in buildings located in flood hazard areas. Understandably, 
this document prioritizes dense, impervious building materials (such as brick, tile, 
concrete) while discouraging the use of porous and organic building materials (wood, 
plaster, fabrics). Like building codes, this document focuses on modern materials and 
construction methods and does not address historic materials. The National Park 
Service (NPS) and Army Corps of Engineers are working to address this absence in 
technical literature by replicating portions of the FEMA testing on historic building 
materials and assemblies.

Technical Resources for Communities
As the recovery process continues months—and sometimes years—after an event, 

professionals in a wide variety of fields must work jointly to rebuild their communities. 
To those not familiar with the cultural heritage field, historic materials can be enig-
matic, and a lack of replicable data makes them difficult to assess, resulting in many 
entities choosing to focus on the most assured methods to guarantee the safety, 
stability, accessibility, and economic feasibility of a project.

Currently, architectural conservators and cultural heritage professionals must 
work with the construction community to successfully remediate historic structures. 
Residents and business owners may not be aware of the strain that some modern 
products and repair methods can place on a historic structure or are not familiar with 
viable alternative options. For example, chlorine bleach is a widely recommended 
cleaning product following a flood and is used extensively on all types of materials 
during cleaning and recovery. However, chlorine bleach will bleach surfaces and is 
less effective at killing biological growth on porous surfaces than other products.

Resources that help affected communities navigate the remediation process 
include but are not limited to, the National Trust’s Disaster Relief and Recovery, 
FEMA, and the National Park Service. Each serve as repositories of information for 
the non-professional to guide decision-making in the choice of products, treatments, 
methods, and materials to use after an event. For the professionals, the Foundation for 
Advancement in Conservation’s National Heritage Responders (NHR) and the Asso-
ciation for Preservation Technology’s Disaster Response Initiative Task Group (DRI) 
continue to support and promote training and guidance on the planning and response 
to disaster related hazards. The American Institute for Conservation (AIC) provides 
a network of conservation professionals for various types of materials through its 
Specialty Groups and Networks that are accessible through the Find a Professional 
tool, but are less organized as specialists of historic architecture and its materials.

The Heritage Emergency National Task Force (HENTF) exists to bridge this gap 
between cultural institutions and disaster management. For example, with Hurricane 
Ian in Florida this past September, HENTF recognized that private individuals were 
likely to lose many of their personal photos and other papers due to damage from flood 
and rain. In response, they activated their Save Your Family Treasures (SYFT) program 
in partnership with the Smithsonian Institution. Under Emergency Support Function 
#11, which supports natural and cultural resources in times of declared disasters, 
professional conservators were requested by FEMA and were sourced throughout the 
federal government, with individuals from DOI, NPS, and the Smithsonian all working to 

Research on Flood Resistance
The US Army Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC) has partnered with 
the National Park Service to test the flood resilience of traditional building materials. 
Studies to date have examined historic building assemblies as well as individual 
historic materials, including handmade brick and mortar, traditional wood frame walls 
with and without insulation, cypress flooring, and lime plaster, among others. The first 
round of testing was completed in May 2019. Further rounds of testing are in progress, 
and additional information and links to the reports are available at: www.nps.gov/
articles/000/testing-traditional-materials-for-flood-resilience.htm.

FAIC Emergency 
Programs Coordinator 
Elaina Gregg and 
AIC members Gwen 
Manthey, Angela 
Campbell, and Renee 
Anderson deployed 
to Disaster Recovery 
Centers (DRCs) in 
Florida to support the 
Save Your Family Trea-
sures (SYFT) program 
following Hurricane Ian. 
See AIC News, January 
2023, for the story.

mailto:petc@apti.org
https://www.culturalheritage.org/about-conservation/find-a-conservator
https://www.culturalheritage.org/about-conservation/find-a-conservator
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/recover/save-family-treasures
https://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nrf/nrf-esf-11.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nrf/nrf-esf-11.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/articles/000/testing-traditional-materials-for-flood-resilience.htm
http://www.nps.gov/articles/000/testing-traditional-materials-for-flood-resilience.htm
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aid citizens at FEMA disaster recovery centers. These professionals worked with the public by 
demonstrating conservation techniques for paper, textiles and art. Equivalent demonstrations 
for heritage building materials could be possible using Emergency Support Function #11 of 
FEMA (ESF #11) but have yet to be employed via this sort of response activity.

Easy access to knowledge on the proper cleaning and treatment techniques remains 
elusive for many communities that cannot afford to bring in professional conservators or 
heritage professionals. Manufacturers will often promise specific results and state that their 
product can be applied on historic surfaces, but there is currently no way for the layperson 
to critically evaluate all the necessary literature and determine the most appropriate method 
in their unique situation. Conservators can and do fill this knowledge gap when they are part 
of project teams, though they are not always affordable, available, or able to work within the 
highly compressed schedule that a post-disaster recovery generally requires.

Many organizations such as AIC/FAIC, APT, NPS, the Army Corps of Engineers, and Building 
Resilient Solutions (BRS) are working to supplement current knowledge on historic building 
materials with information that includes scholarly reviews on the performance, durability, 
and repair of historic materials. However, mechanisms to disseminate this information remain 
in development. Communication tools, such as quick fact sheets, videos or wikis, can aide in 
the initial stages of a disaster response but have yet to be developed for the general public. 
While appreciation and understanding of the value that historic structures have in the local 
community is growing, a communication void remains between the general public and the 
conservation community on the most appropriate way to rebuild a community while preserv-
ing the historic fabric that makes it unique.

—Amy Elizabeth Uebel, ASG Chair, Technical Preservation Services, National Park Service, 
amyelizabeth_uebel@nps.gov

Further InFormatIon
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national-flood-insurance-technical-bulletins 

Eggleston, Jenifer, Jennifer C. Parker, Mary F. Streigel, Peter B. Stynoski, and Jennifer 
Wellock. 2021. “Testing the Flood Resilience of Traditional Building Assemblies.” APT Bulletin: 
The Journal of Preservation Technology, 52: 1.

FAIC and APT Partnership
The Association for Preservation Technology (APT) and the Foundation for Advancement in 
Conservation (FAIC) have had a memorandum of understanding in place since 2018. Through 
the agreement, FAIC and APT outline opportunities where they can collaborate and support 
each other, especially regarding emergency outreach efforts.

In 2023, FAIC and APT are utilizing their partnership to the fullest! 

 › For FAIC’s third and final National Heritage Responders (NHR) deployment to Eastern 
Kentucky at the end of March, APT will send a member of their Disaster Response 
Initiative (DRI) volunteer corps to assist with buildings assessments in Hindman, 
Kentucky. Adam Rush, a structural engineer on APT’s DRI team, will join three NHR 
volunteers onsite to support recovery efforts at Hindman Settlement School, 
Appalshop, and the Appalachian Artisan Center. 

 › APT will present at FAIC’s 2023 MayDay program, a collaboration between Connect-
ing to Collections Care and Emergency Programs, about ways to get involved in APT. 

 › FAIC’s Emergency Programs Manager, Elaina Gregg, will facilitate two tabletop 
exercises at APT’s Emergency Preparedness workshop, which will take place in 
conjunction with their annual meeting in Seattle, Washington, in October 2023.
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Association News

New Volunteer Welcome and Onboarding

The membership team will be hosting a welcome and onboarding meeting via 
Zoom on Thursday, April 13, at 1:00 p.m. ET. New, current, and outgoing vol-

unteers are welcome to join. We will review the organizational structure, provide 
information about current leadership and staff, and explain some of our current and 
ongoing initiatives. We will also share a basic schedule of upcoming deadlines and 
events, so you know what to expect in the coming year. New volunteers can ask 
questions and everyone’s input will help shape the new volunteer handbook that is 
being developed. The welcome event will be recorded and shared. We are thankful 
to the many members that choose to support the organization by giving of your 
time and effort. 

Look for an email invitation in late March, as well as links shared in the various 
online communities.

Election Updates 

aIC Board oF dIreCtors and nomInatIng CommIttee eleCtIon: 
VotIng opens aprIl 10 
The board and Nominating Committee election, open to all AIC members with 
voting rights (Fellows, Professional Associates, and Associates), will run from 
Monday, April 10, to Monday, May 1. 

As in past years, the election will be conducted online on a member-only page 
of the website. Voting members will receive an email with instructions on how to 
vote by April 10. If you would like to receive a paper ballot, please contact info@
culturalheritage.org or call 202.452.9545. All ballots, electronic or paper, must be 
cast or received by 8:00 p.m. ET on Monday, May 1. 

The slate of candidates for the AIC Board of Directors election includes: 

President (2-year term): 
 › Suzanne Davis, second of two possible terms

Vice President (2-year term): 
 › Corina Rogge, second of two possible terms

Director, Professional Education (3-year term): 
 › Tiarna Doherty

 › Beth Edelstein

Director, Specialty Groups (3-year term): 
 › Gregory Bailey

 › Fletcher Durant 

The slate of candidates for the Nominating Committee position 
includes: 

 › Catherine Coueignoux

 › Michelle Facini

 › Bianca Garcia

The election results will be announced during the Opening General Session of the 
annual meeting, in the AIC Member Community, and during the Member Business 
Meeting on June 1 (see box at right). 

AIC Member 
Business Meeting
Our 2023 business 
meeting will take place 
on Thursday, June 1, at 
1:00 p.m. ET via Zoom. 

You may reserve your 
seat now: https://learning.
culturalheritage.org/
products/2023-aic-
member-business-meeting

mailto:info@culturalheritage.org
mailto:info@culturalheritage.org
https://learning.culturalheritage.org/products/2023-aic-member-business-meeting
https://learning.culturalheritage.org/products/2023-aic-member-business-meeting
https://learning.culturalheritage.org/products/2023-aic-member-business-meeting
https://learning.culturalheritage.org/products/2023-aic-member-business-meeting
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Member Renewal Contest Winners
Congratulations to our membership renewal drawing winners! 

 › Christina Marusich will receive the grand prize of complimentary registration 
to the 2023 AIC Annual Meeting and two free hotel nights at the Hyatt Regency 
Jacksonville Riverfront. 

 › Mary Schafer and Kirsten T. Moffitt won complimentary 2023 memberships. 
Thank you to all members who renewed online by December 15, 2022, for their 
entry into this raffle.

Shop with us!
Have your checked out our store lately? Browse our selection of e-titles and 

printed books, including:

 › Japanese Scroll Paintings: A Handbook of Mounting Techniques

 › Platinum and Palladium Photographs: Technical History, Connoisseurship, and 
Preservation

 › Topics in Photographic Preservation, Vol. 19

 › Book & Paper Group Annual Vol. 40

 › Field Guide to Emergency Response

CommIttee updates

Education Outreach Subcommittee
Please join the K-12 Education Outreach Subcommittee and the Emergency Con-

servation Professionals Network (ECPN) at the Jacksonville meeting on Saturday, 
May 20, for a lunch session about conservator-educator collaborations! Come to 
get ideas for education outreach programs aimed at early learners through under-
graduate level students, learn more about what your colleagues are doing, and 
hear some practical thoughts and suggestions for making sure your programs are 
meaningful, interesting, and accessible to all. Lunch is included in your registration. 
Stay tuned to Sched for a list of speakers, and please email K12@culturalheritage.
org with any questions. 

—Beth Edelstein, bme204@gmail.com

Emergency Committee (EC)

partnershIps to strengthen ColleCtIons emergenCy management

In 2023, your AIC Emergency Committee would like to use our AIC News submis-
sions to share information about partner organizations that support collections 
emergency mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery. This month we are 
featuring the Emergency Sub-Committee of the Association for Registrars and 
Collections Specialists (ARCS).

Store Discount 
for 2023 
Members
The discount code 
for our print store is 
AIC2023. Members get 
a 15% discount on items 
at store.culturalheritage.
org. New items include 
the 2022 abstracts, 
2021 BPG Annual, and 
2021 Topics in Photo-
graphic Preservation.

Take the AIC News Reader Poll
In our February member email, subject “AIC: February Member Calendar & 

Update,” we shared an invitation to take a poll on your readership of the AIC 
News. If you would like to take the poll and share your thoughts, we welcome 
your feedback. https://forms.gle/wBRMRZBgVXnQGDhp7.

https://www.culturalheritage.org/publications/books-periodicals/shop
https://members.culturalheritage.org/commerce/store?productId=AIC-JAPANESE-SCROLL-PAINTINGS-A-HANDBOOK-OF-MOUNTING-TECHNIQUES-BY-MASAKO-KOYANO
https://store.culturalheritage.org/site/index.php?app=ecom&ns=prodshow&ref=AIC-19
https://store.culturalheritage.org/site/index.php?app=ecom&ns=prodshow&ref=AIC-19
https://store.culturalheritage.org/site/index.php?app=ecom&ns=prodshow&ref=AIC-36
https://store.culturalheritage.org/site/index.php?app=ecom&ns=prodshow&ref=AIC-33
https://store.culturalheritage.org/site/index.php?app=ecom&ns=prodshow&ref=FAIC-2
https://aic51stannualmeeting2023.sched.com/
mailto:K12@culturalheritage.org
mailto:K12@culturalheritage.org
mailto:bme204@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/wBRMRZBgVXnQGDhp7
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ARCS Emergency Sub-Committee
The ARCS team has organized a comprehensive, user-friendly website with three 

main sections: Emergency Help Now!, Publications and Livestream Videos, and 
Ukraine Resources. The first section has contact information for immediate assis-
tance, long-term response and recovery, and regional assistance. Thanks to ARCS 
for listing the FAIC National Heritage Responders as their first recommendation in 
this section! They have created practical publications on topics including theft and 
vandalism response and emergency prep during construction, among others. In 
addition, their videos include helpful tips and information from ARCS members and 
professionals across the cultural heritage spectrum.

So, what’s next for the ARCS Emergency Sub-Committee? Some activities include 
plans to host a book club, update and translate their existing resources (Spanish 
first, then French), and release an addendum to their Emergency Supply Program 
Development Manual (a “how-to” for sustainable emergency kits). They also have 
been discussing hosting a health and safety chat or similar program. They will also 
be hosting their annual webinar series again this year, hopefully with a hands-on 
training component that will be scheduled for the ARCS Conference in Montreal.

Want to get involved with ARCS and their Emergency Sub-Committee? You can 
learn about membership requirements and dues on their Membership Page. To see 
how you can join the Sub-Committee, contact info@arcsinfo.org.

—Samantha Snell (Smithsonian Institution, AIC Emergency Committee) and Dana 
Murray (City of St. Albert Canada, ARCS Emergency Sub-Committee Chair)

Equity and Inclusion Committee (EIC)

outreaCh

Co-Chair Bianca Garcia was invited to participate at the January 2023 Member 
Meetup. Bianca García and others in the Equity and Inclusion Committee let mem-
bers know that the creation of a Language hub subcommittee is underway and 
shared the news about the Accessibility Report Listening Session. Thank you to 
everyone who was there. If you missed this meetup, the recording is available at 
https://learning.culturalheritage.org/products/monthly-member-meetups-2023.

ongoIng projeCts

EIC is collaborating with other committees within and outside of AIC on upcom-
ing and ongoing projects such as workshops, upcoming annual meeting events, 
collaborations, and more resources for the membership. 

—Kayla Henry-Griffin, kayladanimarie@gmail.com

Ethics Core Documents Review Task Force Update
The Core Group of the Ethics Core Documents Review Task Force received an 

overwhelming number of applications from individuals interested in serving on the 
six Task Force Subgroups. The final subgroups are:

 › Cultural Heritage Terminology Subgroup: Brenna Campbell, Claudia Espino-
sa, Kayla Henry-Griffin, Kate Ridgway, Rachel Waters, Nylah Byrd*, and Héctor 
Berdecía Hernández*

 › Environmental Sustainability Subgroup: Louisa Allington-Jones, Amy Crist, 
Madeline Cooper, Daisy Diamond, and Kate Fugett*

 › Inclusive Collaboration Subgroup: Farideh Fekrasanati, Ann Kearney, Kate 
Moomaw, Wendi Murray, Megan Narvey, Jessica Urick, and Kelly McHugh*

 › Investigation and Intervention Subgroup: Gregory Bailey, Laura Garcia-
Vedrenne, Peter Rosen, Cher Schneider, Noah Smutz, and Lynn Brostoff*

https://www.arcsinfo.org/community/resources/emergency-sub-committee-programs
https://www.culturalheritage.org/resources/emergencies/national-heritage-responders
https://www.arcsinfo.org/membership
mailto:info@arcsinfo.org
mailto:kayladanimarie@gmail.com
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 › Preventive Conservation Subgroup: Rebeka Furey, Kelly Krish, Casey Oehler, 
Shiori Oki, Paul Storch, and Ingrid Neuman*

 › Professional Sustainability and Practice Subgroup: Rebecca Fifield, Heath-
er Galloway, Anne Kingery-Schwartz, Sarah Montonchaikul, Abigail Slawik, and 
Cynthia Schwarz*

*Core Group members

Groups have begun to meet and review the existing core documents through the 
lens of their designated focus areas. Input from AIC members will be sought once a 
consolidated revised draft has been created.

Many thanks to everyone involved in this critical work for our field!

Sustainability Committee (SC)
The AIC Sustainability Committee has several ongoing and upcoming initiatives 

to share with the membership. In collaboration with the ICON Sustainability Net-
work, we began a webinar series “Conversations with Change Makers - Strategies 
for Reducing the Energy Consumption of Buildings,” during which we chat with 
conservators and related professionals about initiatives they are taking to reduce 
the environmental impact of their buildings. A recording of our February conversa-
tion with Nancie Ravenel, Director of Conservation at The Shelburne Museum, and 
Patricia Silence, Director of Conservation Operations at the Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation, Virginia, is now available online on the Sustainable Practices page on 
the AIC Wiki. Registration for upcoming webinars, which will include conversations 
with conservators in private practice and institutions of various sizes in the US and 
abroad, will be publicized as details are finalized.

Aligning with the theme of this year’s annual meeting, “Conservation in the Age 
of Environmental, Social, and Economic Climate Change,” there are several ways to 
reduce your carbon footprint as an attendee and join the movement to make our 
field more sustainable. 

 › We encourage you to take advantage of the expanded virtual option this year! 
All talks will be available to virtual attendees so you can enjoy the full meeting 
while reducing travel-related emissions. 

 › You can take the Green Attendee pledge when you register. Did you know 80% 
of registrants have already signed on? If you do come to the meeting in person, 
the SC has organized a “Breath of Fresh Air” space where we can process our 
thoughts about the changing climate through an interactive program. 

 › For attendees who would like to gain hands-on experience with sustainable 
collections management, the SC will be hosting the workshop: “Applying 
Sustainability Principles Cross-departmentally at Collecting Institutions” in 
conjunction with the University of North Florida Museum of Contemporary Art. 

 › At the Jacksonville meeting, drop by the SC’s booth for more resources on how 
to make a difference through your actions and your vote!

Visit the AIC Career Center to find and  
share positions and internships at  

careers.culturalheritage.org.

https://www.conservation-wiki.com/wiki/Sustainable_Practices
https://2023-annual-meeting.events.culturalheritage.org/events/greenAttendeePledge
https://aic51stannualmeeting2023.sched.com/event/b1f2c2e7ab2e534d3c4338fa2a378762
https://aic51stannualmeeting2023.sched.com/event/b1f2c2e7ab2e534d3c4338fa2a378762
http://careers.culturalheritage.org
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Meeting News
Keep up with our 
meeting plans at https://
www.culturalheritage.
org/meeting.

See the program, book 
your hotel room, and 
plan your schedule!

Using Sched
Visit Sched to see 
details about the 
meeting, including 
presentation titles and 
abstracts, speaker 
bios, and event times. 

Create a login at Sched 
to plan your conference 
experience by saving 
your individual schedule! 
If you’ve used Sched 
before, you should still 
have an account. 

https://aic51stannual 
meeting2023.sched.com/

Annual Meeting News
51st AIC Annual Meeting: Be Part of the Conversation

The 51st AIC Annual Meeting will be held in Jacksonville, Florida, May 16-20, 
2023, and will feature general sessions centered around the conference theme: 

“Conservation in the Age of Environmental, Social, and Economic Climate Change.” 
In addition to general session and themed concurrent sessions, we will feature more 
than 100 specialty talks focusing on the latest developments across the field.

Join us in Jacksonville as we discuss these issues that will dominate the field 
today and for years to come! Everyone can review our draft schedule, and attend-
ees can build their own schedules by creating a login on Sched.

pre-sessIon, may 16-17
Plan to leave some time to explore what Jacksonville has to offer on one of our 

tours and/or expand your skills with one of our workshops or seminars. The pre-
session offerings, such as workshops, tours, and seminars, are now available to view 
on the online schedule. We also feature them on our website, where you can add 
tours and workshops to your registration. We are in the process of adding several 
more opportunities, so be sure to check the online schedule and the webpages for 
updates. Our current offerings include:

 › Workshops: Polarized Light Microscopy Refresher; Applying Sustainability 
Principles Cross-departmentally at Collecting Institutions; Modular Clean-
ing Program Software and Testing Skills; Sketch-up: A Collaborative Design 
Tool for Installations and Exhibitions; Scene-Referred (ISO 19264) Imaging for 
Conservation Documentation Workshop

 › Pre-sessions: Mechanical Properties and Testing of Materials for Art Conserva-
tion;  Prevention Through Design: Reducing Risk and Improving Safety (spon-
sored by AIC Health & Safety Network; Matrix of Intersectionality©; Leadership 
YOU! Equity-Centered Leadership in the 21st Century

 › Tours: Look for a selection of Tuk Tuk tours! We also are offering tours of Down-
town Jacksonville historical sites, Public Art, Amelia Island and Fernandina Expe-
rience, and Art and Architecture, plus a Craft Cocktail Tour, Urban Core Brewery 
& More Tour, Jacksonville Sunset River Cruise, and St. Augustine – Nation’s 
Oldest City Tour with Fort Mose. See our online schedule for more options!

Keynote panel

We are happy to announce our Keynote panel that will take place on May 17, 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. Visit the online schedule to view the speakers’ biographies. More infor-
mation is included in the Letter from the Vice President, pp. 4, and on our website. 

openIng reCeptIon

AIC is pleased to announce that the opening reception, which is included in all 
in-person registrations, will be held on May 18 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the Cummer 
Museum of Art & Gardens and the Jacksonville Garden Club. They are located next 
door to each other, making for a great night of party hopping.

Virtual Meeting
We hope that everyone can enjoy the energy and thought-provoking conversa-

tions that come from an in-person meeting. However, we realize that not everyone 
can attend every event in-person. For the 51st AIC Annual Meeting, all the sessions 
that are included in the base registration will be live-streamed and recorded. 
As a virtual attendee you no longer need to worry about which talks will be live-
streamed and recorded. In-person attendees will also have access to the confer-
ence recordings after the meeting. Register and let your voice be heard!

https://www.culturalheritage.org/events/annual-meeting/current-meeting/workshops
https://aic51stannualmeeting2023.sched.com/
https://aic51stannualmeeting2023.sched.com/
https://www.culturalheritage.org/events/annual-meeting/current-meeting/tours
https://www.culturalheritage.org/events/annual-meeting/current-meeting/workshops
https://2023-annual-meeting.events.culturalheritage.org/
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Foundation News
FAIC Receives $325,795 NEH Grant to Support Alliance 
for Response

FAIC has been awarded a grant of $325,795 over three years by the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities (NEH) Preservation and Access Education and Training 
program to support Alliance for Response (AFR) initiatives around the US. With grant 
funds, FAIC will:

 › Launch new AFR networks in New Hampshire and Arizona.

 › Provide emergency preparedness trainings to existing AFR networks in Boston 
Charleston, New Orleans, and Philadelphia.

 › Create a toolkit to help new and existing AFR networks reach out to underserved 
and tribal communities.

 › Support AFR networks around the country with need-based supplies and training.

 › Facilitate virtual programming for network members and the broader conserva-
tion community to learn about emergency-related topics that impact collecting 
institutions.

We are thrilled to continue working toward greater resiliency across the cultural heritage 
sector. Visit NEH’s website to read more about this and other recent NEH awards.

Join Held in Trust at the National Convening
Please plan to join us for the National Convening on April 28, 2023, to celebrate the 

culmination of Held in Trust! The event will take place in Washington, DC, at the Library 
of Congress. Due to seating capacity, the live event is by invitation, but the full program 
will be livestreamed via the Library’s YouTube channel so all our conservation, preser-
vation, and allied professional colleagues may attend.

The National Convening will be an exciting way to discuss the findings of the project, 
suggest future directions for the field, and outline the vision of a thriving, equitable, 
and just community of practice that our colleagues have helped us create. Learn more 
about the afternoon’s program on the Held in Trust site and please share the livestream 
information through your professional network.

 › RSVP for the Convening livestream at: https://forms.gle/8BHvtD9wxAuZFmU66.

Our sincerest thanks to everyone who has worked on Held in Trust. So many people 
have helped provide essential insights into the field, assisted in editing and refining 
perspectives, and shared thoughtful feedback. Their efforts have made our work truly 
collaborative and visionary. We expect that the final version of the report will be ready 
to share in summer of 2023, following the National Convening and AIC’s Annual Meeting 
in Jacksonville.

Please reach out to Project Coordinator Pam Hatchfield, phatchfield@mfa.org, or 
FAIC Outreach Manager Katelin Lee, klee@culturalheritage.org, with any questions or 
feedback.

AFR
Learn more about 
FAIC’s nationwide 
program Alliance for 
Response at www.
culturalheritage.org/
alliance-for-response

https://www.neh.gov/news/neh-announces-281-million-204-humanities-projects-nationwide
http://www.culturalheritage.org/hit
https://forms.gle/8BHvtD9wxAuZFmU66
http://culturalheritage.org/hit
mailto:phatchfield@mfa.org
mailto:klee@culturalheritage.org
http://www.culturalheritage.org/alliance-for-response
http://www.culturalheritage.org/alliance-for-response
http://www.culturalheritage.org/alliance-for-response
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2022 Foundation Donors & Funders

The Foundation for Advancement in Conservation (FAIC) thanks the many 
individuals and organizations who provided financial support in 2022. Our work 

would not be possible without the dedicated donors who choose to invest in our 
Foundation and its initiatives. Your gifts, no matter what size, are so important to 
us. This listing is current as of February 10, 2023. Please report any inaccuracies 
to Lissa Rosenthal-Yoffe at foundation@culturalheritage.org. Thank you for your 
support!

$5,000 and more

AIC Specialty Groups

Bank of America Art Conservation 
Project

The Berger Family Foundation

John Childs

Conserv

Michael D. Dirda 

Margaret Ellis

Getty Foundation

Institute of Museum and Library Services 

Laura McCann

Samuel H. Kress Foundation

National Endowment for the Humanities

National Park Service NCPTT

Nancy Schrock

Tru Vue, Inc.

Barbara Young

$1,000 to $4,999
Brenda Bernier

Thomas Braun

Meg Craft

Mary Jo Davis

Joseph Dunn

Scott Gerson

Molly Gleeson

Catharine Hawks

Michele Marincola

Sarah Melching 

Jay Odell

Sarah Stauderman & Andrew Robb

Frank Trippi

Deborah Trupin

Howard Wellman

Eryl Wentworth

Laura Word

Shannon Zachary

$500 to $999
Mary Ballard

Paul Benson

James Bernstein

Lorraine Bigrigg

Thomas Clareson

Ruth Cox

Suzanne Davis

Doris Hamburg

Barbara Heller

Holly Krueger

Debora Mayer

Marta O’Neill

Beverly Perkins

Jerry Podany

Nancy Pollak

Carolyn Riccardelli

Harriet Stratis

Shelley Sturman

Alie Ward

Phoebe Weil

Norman R. Weiss

Glenn Wharton

Sara Wolf
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$200 to $499
Augustana University

Maxwell Anderson

Rachael Arenstein

Stephen Bonadies

Annelien Bruins

Irena Calinescu

Mary Coughlin

Tiffani Emig

Michelle Facini

Mark Fenn

Patricia Garland

Ronald Harvey

Pamela Hatchfield

Michael C. Henry

Walter Henry

Mary Jablonski

Farhad Jalinous

 Rebecca Kaczkowski

Nora Kennedy

Rick Kerschner

Anne Kingery-Schwartz 

Penley Knipe 

Koehnline and Rosenberg 
Charitable Fund

Harold Kruth

Dan Kushel

Katelin Lee

Sarah Lowengard

Denise Migdail

Sue Murphy

Margarete Preusser

Nancie Ravenel 

William Real

Corina Rogge

Kimberly Schenck

Mary Schlosser

Anthony Sigel

Katherine Singley

Southeast Regional 
Conservation Association

Paula Volent

Nancy Conlin Wyatt

Katja Zigerlig

Joyce Zucker

$100 to $199
Carole Abercauph

Sanchita Balachandran

Diane Bricco

Barbara Buckley

Jiuan Jiuan Chen

Rachel Danzing

Rebecca Elder

Ann Frisina Markos

Heather Galloway

Lisa Goldberg

Samuel Goldberg

Elaina Gregg

Matthew Hayes

Helen Houp

Jamye Jamison

Marjorie Jonas

Marian Kaminitz

Alexander Katlan

Anne King

Janice Klein

Jane Klinger

Dan Kushel

Catherine Lee

Saori Lewis

Nora Lockshin

Rosa Lowinger

Kathryn Makos 

T.K. McClintock 

Cecile Mear

Pauline Metcalf

Eugenie Milroy

Pauline Mohr

Sharon Norquest

Debbie Norris

Sherelyn Ogden

Jessica Pace

Roy Perkinson 

Roberta Pilette

Eric Pourchot

Theresa Reville

Fran Ritchie

Lissa Rosenthal-Yoffe

Angelica Rudenstine

Mary Schlosser

Patricia Silence

Jane Smith Stewart

Noah Smutz

Julie Solz

Jessica Unger

Frederick Wallace

Deborah Wender

Ralph Wiegandt

Jenny Yearous

Karen Zukor

$1 to $99
Nancy Ash

Morgan Adams

Francesca Bewer

Janet Bridgland

Charlene Bonnette

Barbara N. Brown

Ian Christie

David Colglazier

Tom Cruz

Lori Foley

David Goist

Anna Graff

Kenneth Grant

Liz Handwerk Kurt

John Haworth

Arlen Heginbotham

Dawn Heller

Deborah J. Howe

Mary Kaldany

Katherine Kelly

Catherine McLean 

Heidi Miksch

Alex Miller

Beth Parker Miller

Erika Mosier

Joyce Namde

Laura Panadero

Lois Price

Charles Robinson

Janice Rollo

Rebecca Rushfield

Matthew Skopek

Gretchen Small

Kristen St. John

Sarah Summerlin

Kenneth Sutherland

Valentine Talland

Caroline Van Deusen

Malia van Heukelem

Tiffany Villigan

Nina Vinogradskaya
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2023 FAIC Samuel H. Kress Conservation Publication 
Fellowship Awardees

Thanks to the continued support of the Samuel H. Kress Foundation, FAIC was able to 
award two 2023 FAIC Kress Conservation Publication Fellowships.

A $30,000 has been awarded to Luisa Casella and Heather Brown to support Signifi-
cance, Care and Conservation of Photograph and Image Collections, a comprehensive 
overview of research and practice in the preservation of photographic collections from 
analog to the digital era. The final volume will provide a holistic approach to the field of 
photograph conservation. Casella and Brown serve as book coordinators for the project, 
which includes international perspectives from ninety-two contributors.

A second award in the amount of $10,000 (available due to unused funds from a previ-
ous award) was made to Rosa Lowinger for the manuscript Dwell Time: A Memoir of Art, 
Exile, and Conservation. In this work of literary nonfiction, Lowinger aims to reach a broad 
public audience by introducing conservation through memoir, focusing on her family and 
her life as an immigrant.

FAIC has awarded 51 Samuel H. Kress Conservation Publication fellowships since 1994, 
which have resulted in 35 published works to date. The fellowship is designed to allow 
the Fellow to commit time to completing a full-length manuscript. We anticipate the next 
fellowship deadline will be November 1, 2023, for projects starting in 2024. Applicants 
must be Fellow or Professional Associate members of AIC.

outreaCh programs

FAIC Participates in Small Museum Association Conference
Robin Bauer Kilgo, FAIC’s Connecting to Collections Care contract Coordinator, pre-

sented a session on Collections Care Resources for small museums at February’s Small 
Museum Association conference in Wilmington, DE. In addition to sharing FAIC resources 
such as Connecting to Collections Care and the National Heritage Responders, the ses-
sion included discussion among participants to learn about the most valuable and trusted 
information sources utilized by smaller museums. The session was supported through a 
grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS).

FAIC Emergency Programs Manager Elaina Gregg also traveled to Wilmington to staff 
an exhibit hall table where she shared information about FAIC programs and the AIC Find 
an Expert tool.

Collections Assessment for Preservation Participants 
Utilize Conserv Refurbished Data Loggers

FAIC’s Collections Assessment for Preservation (CAP) and Conserv are piloting a new 
effort to help small and mid-sized museums monitor their environments.

To help institutions participating in the 2022 CAP program gather climate data which 
they otherwise might lack, Conserv is providing free used but still functional data loggers 
that have been traded in through their Small Collections Monitoring Program (SCMP). 

Visit Us at These Upcoming Outreach Events
National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster, St. Louis, MO, May 8-10
Elaina Gregg, FAIC Emergency Programs Coordinator, will share information about FAIC’s 
National Heritage Responders and wet salvage resources at NVOAD in a session titled 
“Helping Disaster Survivors Save Their Family Treasures.”

AIC Annual Meeting, Jacksonville, FL, May 17-20
Visit the AIC and FAIC table in the exhibit hall to learn more about our organization and 
our programs.

Learn about 
the FAIC/Kress 
Publication 
Fellowship
Guidelines for appli-
cation to the Kress 
Publication Fellowship  
are online at www.
culturalheritage.org/
resources/funding/
publication. 

Applications open 
July 2022 and are 
due November 1. 

https://conserv.io/
https://www.culturalheritage.org/resources/funding/publication
https://www.culturalheritage.org/resources/funding/publication
https://www.culturalheritage.org/resources/funding/publication
https://www.culturalheritage.org/resources/funding/publication
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These data loggers will get a second life, and small collections and CAP assessors 
will get environmental data needed to assist in their assessments.

This program helps FAIC address a stated need from CAP assessors to receive 
more environmental data from museums.

When Conserv customers trade in used data loggers, Conserv checks each log-
ger before redistributing them through SCMP. For each logger, Conserv:

 › Replaces the batteries.

 › Does a physical check to make sure all components work correctly.

 › Measures relative humidity drift against two known RH values using saturated 
salt chambers. After testing, any logger found to be drifting outside the range 
of manufacturer’s specifications to the point that its reading cannot be math-
ematically adjusted for accuracy, is removed from the pool of available loggers.

 › Conserv applies a mathematical correction for drift when used loggers are 
outside of manufacturer’s specifications but still within 6% of control readings. 
Our engineers selected this number because they felt that a drift beyond 6% 
couldn’t be corrected with a mathematical adjustment in the software.

This process assures that CAP institutions and assessors can be confident in the 
accuracy of their sensor readings.

Each institution is eligible to receive up to four loggers. FAIC supplements with 
power cords and handles shipping. Once institutions receive their loggers, they can 
work with their CAP assessor to figure out placement strategy and discuss how to 
make the most of their environmental data.

FundIng opportunItIes

Apply for FAIC/Tru Vue Conservation and Exhibition 
Grants

With support from Tru Vue, Inc., FAIC is administering grants to support projects 
in glazing applications for preservation and exhibition of museum and library col-
lections. The goals of this grant program include increasing knowledge of glazing 
applications, supporting the preservation of collections, promoting diversity, equity, 
and inclusion, and encouraging the involvement of conservators in museum and 
library collection projects.

Each grant award includes a cash amount of up to $3,000, and a donation of 
Optium Museum Acrylic or UltraVue Laminated Glass. Funds are to help defray 
direct project costs, including contract workers, display fabrication, supplies, and 
publicity. Salary and benefit expenses of full-time conservators on staff are not 
eligible for funding but may be included in the overall budget to show institutional 
support for the project.

Applications are due May 15. Learn more about the FAIC/Tru Vue Conservation 
and Exhibition Grant and apply online.

FAIC Grant and Scholarship Applications Due May 15
Guidelines and application information can be found at www.culturalheritage.org/

resources/funding. All materials must be submitted online by the published dead-
lines for consideration. These are the applications due May 15:

 › FAIC/Mellon Photograph Workshop Professional Development Scholar-
ships are available to international attendees of the upcoming Photomechani-
cal Prints: History, Technology, Aesthetics, and Use symposium and workshops. 
The awards up to $1,000 help defray expenses related to attendance, plus 
waive registration fees. 

https://www.culturalheritage.org/resources/funding/tru-vue-conservation-and-exhibition-grants
https://www.culturalheritage.org/resources/funding/tru-vue-conservation-and-exhibition-grants
http://www.culturalheritage.org/resources/funding
http://www.culturalheritage.org/resources/funding
https://learning.culturalheritage.org/p/photomechanical
https://learning.culturalheritage.org/p/photomechanical
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 › FAIC/Tru Vue Conservation and Exhibition Grants of up to $3,000 and a dona-
tion of Optium Museum Acrylic or UltraVue Laminated Glass to support projects in 
glazing applications for preservation and exhibition of museum and library collec-
tions. See above for details.

Visit https://learning.culturalheritage.org/conservation for more information on 
these programs. Please note that the review process takes up to eight weeks following 
the application deadline. If you have any questions, contact Sarah Saetren, Education 
Manager, at funding@culturalheritage.org or 202.661.8071.

George Stout Scholarship Awards
Congratulations to the following 2023 George Stout Award recipients!

Awardee Event
Abdelmoniem Gomaa AIC Annual Meeting

Almoatzbellah Elshahawi AIC Annual Meeting

Alyssa Rina AIC Annual Meeting

Caroline Longo AIC Annual Meeting

Emily Mercer AIC Annual Meeting

Grace Kim AIC Annual Meeting

Hector Berdecia-Hernandez AIC Annual Meeting

Karri Vaughn AIC Annual Meeting

Mariney Rodríguez Zerquera AIC Annual Meeting

Mitchel Gundrum AIC Annual Meeting

Mohammed A.Hussein AIC Annual Meeting

Rasha Ahmed Elsaid Shaheen AIC Annual Meeting

Samantha Tepper AIC Annual Meeting

Sean Billups AIC Annual Meeting

Vu Do AIC Annual Meeting

FaIC proFessIonal deVelopment Courses

Photomechanical Prints Symposium, Workshops, & Tours
Registration is now open for the “Photomechanical Prints: History, Technology, 

Aesthetics, and Use” symposium which is taking place at the National Gallery of Art 
in Washington, DC, October 31 to November 2, 2023. The program will provide an 
opportunity for conservators, curators, historians, scientists, collections managers, 
catalogers, archivists, librarians, educators, printmakers, artists, and collectors to 
convene and collaborate while exploring all aspects of photomechanical printing. The 
resulting advancement of our collective understanding of these ubiquitous but under-
researched materials will allow for new interpretations and improved approaches to 
their collection, interpretation, preservation, treatment, and display.

For roughly 150 years, people have been accustomed to seeing photomechani-
cal prints on a daily basis. Prints exist in a variety of milieus with multiple variations 
over time, use, and geography. Historic and contemporary examples are prevalent in 
museums, libraries, archives, and personal collections worldwide. Photomechanical 
prints were developed to fill many needs including practical and economical methods 
for mass reproduction, techniques to facilitate the simultaneous printing of images and 
text, increased image permanence, a perception of increased truthfulness and objec-
tivity, and an autonomous means of artistic expression. They exist at the intersections 
of numerous disciplines: photography and printmaking, functional and artistic prac-
tices, the histories of photography and the graphic arts, and the specialties of paper 
and photograph conservation.

https://learning.culturalheritage.org/conservation
mailto:faicgrants@culturalheritage.org
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The full symposium schedule can be found on the program webpage.

Applications are being accepted for those who are interested in also participating 
in workshops taking place the day before and after the symposium (October 30 and 
November 3). Workshop topics include processes identification, photogravure, and col-
lotype. Workshop applications are due April 1. Workshop descriptions and application 
details can be found at https://learning.culturalheritage.org/p/photomechanical.

FAIC Professional Development Courses
FAIC professional development programs are a crucial source for continuing 

education for conservation professionals. FAIC established an endowment fund 
for these programs with the support of the Mellon Foundation and contribu-
tions from individuals. Additional sources support some workshops, as noted 
below. Full course descriptions and registration information are available at 
https://learning.culturalheritage.org/conservation.

Photographic Chemistry for Preservation 
Ongoing, self-study course 
Supported by the Mellon Foundation fund for Collaborative Workshops in 
Photograph Conservation

Making the Ask: Developing Negotiation Tactics in the Field of Conservation 
Ongoing, self-study course

Alternative Courier Practices 
April 24 and 26, 2023, online 
Supported by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities

Annual Meeting Workshops 
May 16 and 17, 2023, Jacksonville, FL. Learn more and register at www.cultur-
alheritage.org/events/annual-meeting/current-meeting/program-schedule/
workshops.

 › Polarized Light Microscopy Refresher

 › Applying Sustainability Principles Cross-departmentally at Collecting 
Institutions

 › Modular Cleaning Program Software and Testing Skills

 › Sketch-up: A Collaborative Design Tool for Installations and 
Exhibitions

 › Scene-Referred (ISO 19264) Imaging for Conservation Documentation 
Workshop

Virtual Annual Meeting Workshop 
June 6, 2023, online 
Four Questions to Help Begin Analysis of a Computer-based Work

Photomechanical Prints: History, Technology, Aesthetics, and Use 
October 30 – November 3, 2023, National Gallery of Art (and other locations), 
Washington, DC 
Supported by the Mellon Foundation fund for Collaborative Workshops in 
Photograph Conservation

Collaboratively Assessing Community Needs 
Dates TBD, online 
Supported by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities

Exploring Ethics: Practice to philosophy 
Dates TBD, online 
Supported by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities

External 
Funding and 
Professional 
Development
Visit our webpages 
that list external 
(non-FAIC) funding 
opportunities and 
workshop providers 
to extend your profes-
sional development:
• www.culturalheritage.
org/resources/
funding/outside-
funding-sources
• www.culturalheritage.
org/resources/career/
events-from-allied-
organizations

https://learning.culturalheritage.org/p/photomechanical
https://learning.culturalheritage.org/p/photomechanical
http://www.culturalheritage.org/events/annual-meeting/current-meeting/program-schedule/workshops
http://www.culturalheritage.org/events/annual-meeting/current-meeting/program-schedule/workshops
http://www.culturalheritage.org/events/annual-meeting/current-meeting/program-schedule/workshops
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New Publications
Ainsworth, Maryan W., ed. Jan van Eyck’s Crucifixion and Last Judgement: Solving a conundrum. 

Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols, 2022. ISBN: 9782503596907. This book relates the story of recent tech-
nical investigations into the two paintings and their frames and includes a chapter on the artist’s 
working technique. New research, both technical and art historical, leads to a new understanding 
about the original form and function of the two paintings, which were acquired by the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art as a diptych in 1933.

d’Abrigeon, Pauline. Le secret des couleurs: céramiques de Chine et d’Europe du XVIIIe siècle à 
nos jours [The Secret of Colors: Ceramics in China and Europe from the 18th Century to the Present]. 
Genève: Fondation Baur, museé des arts d’Extrême-Orient; Milan, Italie: 5 continents, 2022. ISBN: 
9791254600054. This book was published to accompany the exhibition held at the Fondation Baur, 
museé des arts d’Extrême Orient, Geneva, Switzerland, September 14, 2022 - February 12, 2023. 
The authors explore the story of porcelain glaze at the end of the 18th century in China, in the 19th 
century in France, and in the work of two 20th century ceramic artists, Fance Franck and Thomas 
Bohle. Texts are in English and French.

Colombini, Maria Perla, Ilaria Degano, and Austin Nevin. Analytical Chemistry for the 
Study of Paintings and the Detection of Forgeries. Cham, Switzerland: Springer, 2022. ISBN: 
9783030868642. This book presents an updated overview of both non-invasive and micro-
invasive techniques that enable the material characterization of paintings. It is a volume in the 
Cultural Heritage Science series.

De Luca, Maurizio. Renaissance Secrets: A Lifetime Working with Wall Paintings by Michelan-
gelo, Raphael, and Others at the Vatican. Los Angeles: Getty Conservation Institute, 2023. ISBN: 
9781606067994. The author recounts his career-long experience conserving and restoring the 
iconic wall paintings at the Vatican. Originally published as Verità nascoste sui muri dei Maestri: 
Michelangelo, Raffaello, Perugino, Pintoricchio e gli altri in Vaticano (Rome: Artemide, 2016).

Fowler, Caroline, and Alexander Nagel. The Expanded Field of Conservation. Williamstown, MA: 
Clark Art Institute, 2022. ISBN: 9780300266948. This publication was conceived by the Research 
and Academic Program at the Clark Art Institute. A related conference, titled “Conservation | 
Making | Art | History,” was held April 8-9, 2021, at the Clark. The book consists of 13 chapters by a 
global community of scholars, who use the lenses of theory, ethics, culture, and history to recon-
sider the definition of the field of art conservation. It is a volume in the Clark Studies in the Visual 
Arts series. 

Hölling, Hanna B., ed. Object—Event—Performance: Art, Materiality, and Continuity Since the 
1960s. New York City: Bard Graduate Center; Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022. ISBN: 
9781941792223. The essays in this volume revisit traditional notions of conservation by examining 
a selection of post-1960s artworks that—through their instability, changeability, or performance 
elements—embody the notion of change. It is a volume in the Bard Graduate Center Cultural 
Histories of the Material World series.

Jackson, Penelope. The Art of Copying Art. Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan, 2022. ISBN: 
9783030889173. This book is a study of the history, role, and significance of copying art. Jackson 
is the chair of the New Zealand Art Crime Research Trust.

Michael, M. A., ed. The Bologna Cope: Patronage, Iconography, History and Conservation. Turnout: 
Harvey Miller Publishers, 2022. ISBN: 9781912554874. This volume in the Studies in English Medieval 
Embroidery series is dedicated to the Opus Anglicanum Cope of St Domenico, Bologna, now housed 
in the Museo Civico Medievale. It includes an account of the recent conservation of the cope.

Wolcott, Renée. Preserving Useful Knowledge: A History of Collections Care at the APS Library. 
Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society Press, 2022. ISBN: 9781606181133. This book traces 
the history of collections care at the American Philosophical Society as revealed through its 
minute books, treasurers’ receipts, and librarians’ correspondence. It also examines the physi-
cal evidence of historic treatments by former restorers and conservators and considers issues 
involved in their retreatment. 

—Sheila Cummins, Collections Development Librarian,  
Getty Conservation Institute, scummins@getty.edu

mailto:scummins@getty.edu
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Conservation Graduate Programs
Conservation Graduate Programs share student research 
topics

patrICIa h. & rIChard e. garman art ConserVatIon department, BuFFalo 
state College

Presenting the class of 2024 and their master thesis topics:

Student name Masters project title
Elisse Brautigam Late 19th Century Automaton

Susan Enterline
Nineteen Figures and Counting: Contextualization and 
Conservation Treatment of Jacob Spoel’s 1852 Family Gathering

L. Daniela 
González-Pruitt

Christ Childbearing the Instruments of the Passion: Technical 
Study and Treatment of a Spanish Colonial Painting on Copper

Daisy Greenwell
Analysis and Conservation Treatment of a Victorian-Era 
Taxidermy Bird Life Group

Jenni Krchak
Der Niagara: Research, Analysis, and Treatment of a 19th century 
Etching with Strawboard Support

Eclair Morton
Pe Schick Ee, Chippewa Chief: Research, Analysis, and Treatment 
of a Print from the Aboriginal Port Folio

Nhat Quyen Nguyen
Research and Treatment of a Chinese Tunic with Unknown 
Provenance

Josephine Ren
Technical Study and Conservation Treatment of a 17th Century 
Dutch Painted Portrait of an Officer

Ruth Rolfsmeyer
The Conservation Treatment and Technical Study of Two Marisol 
Sculptures

Elly Davis
The Exploration of 3D Technology for the Treatment of a 19th 
Century Gilded Composition Frame

new yorK unIVersIty, ConserVatIon Center oF the InstItute oF FIne arts (IFa)
The IFA Conservation Center is pleased to announce the MA thesis topics for the class of 
2024:

Student name Thesis title

Laura Bergemann
Quantifying Provenance and Provenience for Greek and Roman 
Antiquities in American Museum Collections

Emma Hartman
Light, Technology, and Femininity in Paintings of Women Playing 
with Fireworks from 18th Century Delhi and Awadh

James Hughes
Who’s in Charge Here?: The Institutional Ingestion of Artists’ 
Instruction Manuals in Complex Mixed-Media Installations

Josephine Jenks
From Subtext to Bold Text: A Lineage of Letters in the Art of 
Post-War American Women

Alexa Machnik The Fashion of Fragments in Japanese Kogirecho Albums

Laura Richter Le
Jacopo Amigoni: Transnationalism and the Migratory Artist in 
18th Century Europe

Ruth Waddington
The Disputed Authorship of a Brescian Altarpiece in the Samuel 
H. Kress Collection
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uCla/getty program In the ConserVatIon oF Cultural herItage

The UCLA/Getty Program student projects for the graduating class of 2023 were previ-
ously published in AIC News Vol. 47, No. 2 (March 2022).

We are pleased to present doctoral dissertation titles:

Student Name PhD Dissertation

Saiful Bakhri
Traditional Ecological Knowledge in Conservation: Soapnut as 
a Biodegradable Surfactant in Cleaning Batik

Liu Chongwen
Development of Novel Antifouling Coatings for the Protection 
of Underwater Cultural Heritage

wInterthur/unIVersIty oF delaware (ud) program In art ConserVatIon

We proudly present the names and research projects for the class of 2024:

Student Name Materials Research Projects

Adriana Benavides
Good Vibes Only: Vibration Dampening Effects of Backing 
Boards Prepared

Daniella Briceno Villamil
Mirror Coating Process and Material Identification of Robert 
Rauschenberg’s Carnal Clocks

Mackenzie Fairchild
Technical Examination of a Belt with Tools Attributed to the 
Nivkh Community on Loan from the Penn Museum

Tammy Hong
Made in China by Way of Globalization: 19th-Century Chinese 
Export Painted Landscape Miniatures from the Winterthur 
Museum

Johanna Pinney
Historic Pesticide Usage in Institutional Libraries, with a Focus 
on 19th Century Bookcloth 

Mirima-Helene Rudd
Non-Destructive Analysis of Vegetable Leather Tannins: 
Viable or Fallible?

Caroline Shaver
A Technical Examination of a Set of Asian Export Lacquered 
Nesting Tables

Ashley Stanford Developed-Out Salted Paper Prints

Katarina Stiller A Case of Identity: A Technical Study of Victorian Wallpapers

Brianna Weakley Wax Resin Linings: Adhesive Response to Temperature

Doctoral candidate research:

 Student Name Title of research

Madeline Hagerman
The Development and Evolution of Objects Conservation 
Education and Training Programs

Explore our Post-Graduate Resources

Visit AIC’s Post Graduate page and create a profile or saved 
search at the AIC Career Center.

 https://www.culturalheritage.org/about-conservation/become-a-conservator/post-graduate
https://careers.culturalheritage.org/
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Specialty Groups & Networks

Contemporary Art Network (CAN!)
Hello all, the Contemporary Art Network has some terrific projects and volunteer 

openings to share with you.

Volunteer Openings
Election season is here again. Will you help steer the Contemporary Art Network 

(CAN!) or do you know someone who you would like to see in a leadership position 
of CAN? We’ll have four positions open this Spring, and the roles are open to CAN! 
members at ALL career levels. Information on these roles can be found on the 
Volunteer Opportunities page. 

 › Vice Chair (applications received)

 › Assistant Program Chair

 › Communications Officer

 › Co-Editor of the Contemporary Art Review (applications received)

Publications
The first issue of AIC’s Contemporary Art Review, featuring papers presented at 

the AIC 2021 Annual Meeting, is nearly complete and will be published soon. The 
second ssue is already in the works as well.

2023 AIC Annual Meeting
At the 2023 AIC Annual Meeting, CAN! will have one session of three talks, pre-

ceded by a Tips Session. We are also hosting our reception jointly with the Objects 
Specialty Group (OSG) and Paintings Specialty Groups (PSG) at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Jacksonville.

By popular demand, we will again co-host a Speed-Mentoring session with 
the International Network for the Conservation of Contemporary Art (INCCA). 
The Speed-Mentoring events create opportunities for those entering the field to 
connect with established professionals in contemporary art conservation. During 
a series of 10-minute one-on-one sessions, attendees can ask candid questions of 
and get acquainted with mentors they select in advance.

Recap: Fall INCCA-CAN! Speed Mentoring Sessions
CAN! and INCCA hosted two online speed mentoring sessions in November 

2022. These sessions were organized by CAN!’s ECPN liaisons Andy Wolf and 
Olivia Schoenfeld, with Fabiola Rocco, a Hong Kong-based conservator. Thanks 
to the generosity of volunteering mentors located around the world, these virtual 
speed-mentoring sessions were global in scope, with the two sessions scheduled 
to encompass those in both the Eastern and Western Hemispheres. For emerg-
ing conservators in countries without education programs in contemporary art 
conservation, this provided a new point of access to professionals in their desired 
area of specialization. After two sessions featuring a total of twenty-one mentors 
and twenty-four attendees, many of those who had met agreed to continue their 
conversations and correspondence.

CAN! Online
Find CAN! information at 
www.culturalheritage.org/ 
/contemporary-art 
-network

https://www.culturalheritage.org/membership/volunteer
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CAN! Reading Group
The CAN! Reading Group continues to meet quarterly on Zoom to read and 

informally discuss select recent contributions to contemporary art conservation 
theory. The sessions have been attended by an international group of conservators, 
contributing to rich and interesting discussions. Join us for our next session! Details 
for Session 6 are:

 › April 14, 2023, at 4:00 p.m. EST / 3:00 p.m. CT / 1:00 p.m. PST / 8:00 p.m. GMT

The article we will discuss is by Zoë Miller, “Practitioner (in)Visibility in the Con-
servation of Contemporary Art.” Journal of the American Institute for Conservation 
60, no. 2-3 (2021): 197–209.  https://doi.org/10.1080/01971360.2021.1951550. Article 
can be accessed here: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01971360.202
1.1951550

 › To register: https://learning.culturalheritage.org/products/can-reading-group

Join CAN!
If you aren’t a CAN! member yet, consider joining! Membership is only $15 a 

year and you get access to all our activities including the CAN! Conversations, the 
Contemporary Art Review, and the CAN! reception at the AIC Annual Meeting! 

We welcome all CAN! members to get in touch if you have programming ideas, and 
we welcome collaborations with other groups as well.

—Jen Munch, Chair of the Contemporary Art Network, networkchair.can@gmail.com

Emerging Conservation Professionals 
Network (ECPN)
Reboot of ECPN-run Humans of Conservation 
Instagram Account 

ECPN Communications Officer Kacey Green announces the reboot of the @
humans_of_conservation Instagram account begun last year by Marie Desrochers 
and Meris Westberg. The account, modeled after Humans of New York, highlights 
individuals who work in conservation, preservation, and related fields. It aims to 
show that working with material culture is not limited to a few types of jobs, but 
instead has a variety of opportunities and career paths. If you have an individual 
or specific related job type you would like to see highlighted in a post, please send 
email suggestions to Kacey at ecpn.aic.communications@gmail.com.

—Michaela Paulson, ECPN Chair, ecpn.aic.chair@gmail.com

Health & Safety Network (H&SN)
Call for New Member

Are you concerned about the health and safety of yourself and others? Do you 
want to get more involved in AIC and be part of a great team? AIC’s Health & Safety 
Network is seeking a new member to serve as the Communication Coordinator 
beginning in June 2023.

The position entails:

 › Attending the monthly H&S meeting via Zoom

 › Managing and moderating the H&S Network Forum

 › Monitoring Specialty Group community digests, C2C Care community questions, 
and responding to community topics related to H&S

ECPN Online
Find ECPN information at 
www.culturalheritage.org/ 
emerging

H&SN Online
Find H&SN information at 
www.culturalheritage.org/ 
health

https://doi.org/10.1080/01971360.2021.1951550
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01971360.2021.1951550
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01971360.2021.1951550
https://learning.culturalheritage.org/products/can-reading-group
mailto:networkchair.can@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/humans_of_conservation/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/humans_of_conservation/?hl=en
mailto:ecpn.aic.communications@gmail.com
mailto:ecpn.aic.chair@gmail.com
https://www.culturalheritage.org/emerging
https://www.culturalheritage.org/health
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 › Posting Network announcements

 › Writing blog posts

The Health & Safety Network is a group of conservators and health & safety 
professionals who study health and safety trends, collaborate on health and safety 
resources, and educate AIC members and other cultural professionals on best 
practices for health and safety issues. Our officers actively seek collaborators in our 
mission to increase the profession’s knowledge of safety hazards, control measures, 
and general health issues. We do this through a variety of media, including articles 
and safety guides in the AIC member newsletter and the Health & Safety Wiki.

Interested candidates should apply via the AIC Volunteer portal.

2023 AIC Annual Meeting
In collaboration with the AIHA Museum Working Group, The Health & Safety Net-

work is sponsoring a pre-session workshop entitled Prevention Through Design: 
Reducing Risk and Improving Safety. The prevention through design initiative can 
reduce safety risks to people and collections, and financial loss to a facility, by 
smartly designing and fabricating-out these risks in any construction or renovation 
project. Conservators and collection care staff must insist on a place at the design 
table.

Led by architects and engineers who specialize in designing cultural heritage 
facilities, this session will review the design through construction process and 
highlight why and how collection care professionals can effectively participate 
throughout the entire journey. The right questions to ask and examples of museum-
centric design criteria guidelines will be discussed. Case studies of cultural heritage 
facility/exhibit designs will be reviewed in a candid discussion that identifies how 
stakeholder compromises were made without sacrificing design goals and what 
challenges were addressed to improve life safety, collection care, and accessibility.

Extended Q/A and Meet the Expert Breakout tables will allow attendees to actively 
participate in the discussion and seek advice on mechanical systems and fire protec-
tion engineering, building codes and architectural design. Register for this session 
for $69 at https://2023-annual-meeting.events.culturalheritage.org/registration/
myActive.

We hope to see you there!

—Susan Costello, Chair, Health & Safety Network, susan_costello@harvard.edu

Preventive Care Network (PCN)
2023 AIC Annual Meeting

We hope you will be joining us in person or virtually at the 2023 AIC Annual 
Meeting in Jacksonville this May! A quick preview of PCN events is included here to 
entice you to join in our sessions. 

In addition to the “Beyond Neutrality,” Concurrent General Session co-sponsored 
with the Sustainability Committee, PCN events include: 

 › A session focusing on inherent collection hazards, studies of pesticide con-
tamination and testing, and current work in the library and archives community 
on arsenic-laced book covers. These session blocks are co-sponsored by the 
Book and Paper Group (BPG), Research and Technical Studies group (RATS), 
and PCN; they will feature talks and panels that should spark discussion 
about testing protocols, as well as handling and use recommendations and 
restrictions. 

PCN Online
Find PCN information at 
www.culturalheritage.org/ 
preventive-care-network

Have a question 
about health 
and safety in 
your workplace? 
Email Health-Safety@ 
culturalheritage.org 

Join our forum! www.
culturalheritage.org/
health-safety-forum

https://www.culturalheritage.org/membership/groups-and-networks/health-safety-network
https://www.conservation-wiki.com/wiki/Category:Health_%26_Safety
https://www.culturalheritage.org/membership/volunteer
https://aic51stannualmeeting2023.sched.com/event/1HNlh/prevention-through-design-reducing-risk-and-improving-safety-sponsored-by-aic-health-safety-network
https://aic51stannualmeeting2023.sched.com/event/1HNlh/prevention-through-design-reducing-risk-and-improving-safety-sponsored-by-aic-health-safety-network
https://2023-annual-meeting.events.culturalheritage.org/registration/myActive
https://2023-annual-meeting.events.culturalheritage.org/registration/myActive
mailto:susan_costello@harvard.edu
https://www.culturalheritage.org/preventive-care-network
https://www.culturalheritage.org/preventive-care-network
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 › A session on community cooperation and some techniques for incorporating 
digital tools into our workflows. The first part of this session will include talks on 
building capacity and cooperation among collection care professionals, and the 
second part will feature talks on condition reporting, and workflows for conser-
vation imaging and digitization. 

 › A STASH Flash session that will feature solutions for groups of similar objects 
and descriptions of automated services for creating housings and accessing 
collection storage. The session includes solutions for tintypes, computerized 
mat cutting, box making, automated storage and retrieval services, and saddle 
storage. 

PCN is also pairing up with the Sustainability Committee to offer a workshop in 
practical ways to apply sustainability across all departments within a collecting 
institution. The one-day workshop will feature talks by experts in key topics like 
energy usage, reducing waste in packaging and transport, and adapting to envi-
ronmental change, followed by an onsite practicum at the host museum. Read more 
about these sessions on SCHED online.

—Wendi Field Murray, PCN Editor, wmurray01@wesleyan.edu

Research and Technical Studies (RATS)
AIC Core Documents Review

The AIC Ethics Core Documents Review Task Force has been quietly and dili-
gently working on a full review of two of the core documents of our organization: 
The Code of Ethics and Guidelines for Practice (the COE, 1994 revision) and the 
supplemental Commentaries to the Guidelines for Practice (1996, revised 2001 and 
2008). Much has changed since 1994 when the current version of the COE was 
adopted. The Commentaries have been greatly discussed, critiqued, and debated 
during the past decade. In 2022, the AIC Board created the current Task Force to 
review and recommend revisions as needed to the COE and Commentaries. RATS 
is pleased that two of our past chairs have volunteered to help in this effort. Lynn 
Brostoff is a member of the Task Force main group; both Lynn and Greg Bailey are 
serving on a subgroup of the Task Force addressing the subject of “Investigation 
and Intervention.” 

Currently there is almost no reference to heritage scientists in the COE and Com-
mentaries other than stating that scientists should follow the ethics of their field, a 
subject that is not encapsulated in any single document. This oversight may be a 
result of the original ethics document having been written specifically for conserva-
tors (see the Murray Pease Report, 1968). During the intervening years, the work 
of conservation, as well as the broader field of cultural heritage preservation, has 
evolved from a narrowly defined technical field to one that includes the intangible, 
human-centered aspects of cultural heritage. Conservation work is increasingly 
collaborative, with the conservator, heritage scientist, imaging specialist, and 
community voices working alongside each other. The relatively new membership 
category of conservation scientist or cultural heritage scientist has raised the 
profile of the specialty, and highlights the need to fully address the scientific com-
munity’s ethics and guidelines in the AIC COE in terms of research and analytical 
practice, data interpretation, collaborative projects, publications, and terminology.

2023 AIC Annual Meeting
Many of you have seen that our program is now set for the annual meeting in 

Jacksonville. We know that session presentations are not the only way our col-
leagues contribute to our knowledge of heritage science. It will be quite timely to 
review and discuss positive and negative aspects of the COE and Commentaries, 
especially as they pertain to RATS members. Our feedback will be welcomed by 

RATS Online
Find RATS information at 
www.culturalheritage.org/ 
research-technical-studies

https://aic51stannualmeeting2023.sched.com/overview/type/Specialty+Session
mailto:wmurray01@wesleyan.edu
https://www.culturalheritage.org/about-conservation/code-of-ethics
https://www.culturalheritage.org/docs/default-source/resources/governance/organizational-documents/murray-pease-report.pdf
http://www.culturalheritage.org/research-technical-studies
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the Ethics and Core Documents Review Task Force. We also want to recognize the 
efforts made to share new work by developing a poster. We are putting the final 
touches on the procedures for awarding the inaugural RATS Big Cheese Poster 
Award and hope you all will join us in applauding the winners. 

Aside from talks, Q&A, discussions of the COE and Commentaries, and posters, 
we also understand the importance of gathering informally to converse about 
anything and everything whether it be data analysis, new discoveries, or research. 
And most importantly, to show up for each other—for the community that is RATS, 
for AIC, and for the local communities in Jacksonville that find the current political 
climate less than welcoming. With all of this in mind, we are planning a reception that 
will be a unique experience in the context of the annual meeting. We hope you will 
join us in showing up, standing up, and having some fun.

—Respectfully submitted by Jane E. Klinger, Chair, JKlinger@ushmm.org

Textile Specialty Group (TSG)
2023 aIC annual meetIng

Please join the TSG community at AIC’s upcoming 51st Annual Meeting in Jack-
sonville, Florida. TSG looks forward to holding its specialty group reception at a 
yet-to-be determined location.

Do you have an anecdote about an unconventional lab tool you can’t live without? 
We’d love to hear about it at the TSG Tips Session! Please email alison_castaneda@
fitnyc.edu if you’d like to participate. Alternatively, if you can email your short tip to 
Alison and she will share it at the meeting.

tsg wIKI

The TSG Wiki working group has just completed another month-long Wiki edit-a-
thon focused on the Compensation for Loss web page. During the month of Febru-
ary, TSG members wrote about alternative loss compensation methods including 
textile paints, needle felting, and digital printing. New images and resources were 
also added, complementing the spectacularly detailed information about conserva-
tion dyeing that was already on the page. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the original sections on dyeing and 
dye safety, and to everyone who added to this great resource! As always, the wiki 
editors welcome your comments, questions, and ideas at textilespecialtygroup.
wiki@gmail.com.

tsg award CommIttee

TSG Achievement Award Committee is searching for a new committee member. 
They will be responsible for selecting awardees that have shown dedication, 
commitment, leadership, and continuous contribution to the field of textile conser-
vation. This is a four-year commitment (1 hour/month). Details can be found online at 
Volunteer Opportunities.

—Kira Eng-Wilmot, TSG Chair, kira.engwilmot@gmail.com

TSG Online
Find TSG information at 
www.culturalheritage.org/ 
textiles-group

Note: ASG, BPG, CIPP, EMG, OSG, PSG, and WAG 
did not submit columns for this issue.
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https://www.conservation-wiki.com/wiki/TSG_Chapter_VI._Treatment_of_Textiles_-_Section_J._Compensation_for_Loss
https://www.conservation-wiki.com/wiki/TSG_Chapter_VI._Treatment_of_Textiles_-_Section_J._Compensation_for_Loss
https://www.culturalheritage.org/membership/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities
mailto:kira.engwilmot@gmail.com
https://www.culturalheritage.org/textiles-group
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