Report on AIC-CERT Collections Emergency Contacts September, 2008

1. Date: September 8, 2008

Contact: Jonathan Foret 

Institution: Terrebonne Historical and Cultural Society, Inc., 

Address: 1208 Museum Drive, Houma, LA 70360. 

Telephone: 985-851-0154; Cell 985-688-4798

AIC-CERT received a call from Jonathan Foret at the Terrebonne Historical and Cultural Society, Inc.  The Society has a house museum that was damaged by Hurricane Gustav on Sept. 1.   The roof was damaged, losing tiles and ornaments, window panes were broken, shutters were ripped off, and glass in the front door was blown out.  (The house is on the historic register.)  Collections were not damaged.  Jonathan. Foret said the Society cannot afford repairs to the house, and wondered if we might have any suggestions for them.

After consultation with Aimee, I advised him to contact his SHPO office and his FEMA office and consult Historic Preservation about possible sources of funding for repairs.  I gave him the needed phone numbers, and told him to let us know if collections are damaged after Gustav.

2. Date: September 9, 2008

Contact:  Charlie Speakerman

Institution: Taft Blackland Museum

Address: 301 Green Ave., Taft, Texas

Telephone: 361-215-3026 (cell) and 512-528-2206

Charlie Speakerman called AIC-CERT regarding the Taft Blackland Museum (just north of Corpus Christi).  

Charlie was in the process of trying to board up the Museum in preparation for Hurricane Ike, which was expected in two days.  He asked if we could send someone to help him.

I told him that unfortunately we do not have anyone nearby who could help immediately, but I gave him some advice on preparations.  I told him that if the Museum and its collections do suffer damage, he should contact us again and we will assist at that time.

3. Date: September 12, 2008

Contact:  by Kathe Hambrick-Jackson, Director 

Institution: River Road African American Museum
Address: Donaldsville, LA

Telephone: (225) 474-5553.  
The AIC-CERT line was contacted by Kathe Hambrick-Jackson, Director of the River Road African American Museum in Donaldsville, LA.  She reported that they have suffered no direct damage from Hurricane Gustav or Ike, but the Museum has had no power for over a week and she is concerned about mold.  The Museum is entirely shut up with no ventilation.  

I advised her to get ventilation into collections areas as soon as conditions permit by opening doors and windows, starting fans, etc., and encouraged her to call back if she needs additional advice or information in the coming days or weeks, especially if mold starts to form.

4. Date: September 12, 2008

Contact:  Carrie Sager, State Records Manager 

Institution: LA State Archives

Address: 

Telephone: cell 225-335-3350 or office 225-925-7437 

Carrie Sager, State Records Manager at the LA State Archives also called.  She told me that there had been a foot of water in the basement of the courthouse in Oak Grove, LA.  She said that she and her staff have been telling the courthouse what to do with the wet records, but they persist in not doing as advised.  She wondered if we could send someone in to tell them.  I told her I would let her know if we have a team in the area.  She is also contacting the Mississippi Archives, who are located quite close by, to ask if they would go over to Oak Grove and speak with them.

5. Date: September 16, 2008

Contact:  Matt Farragher

Institution: Galveston Historical Foundation

Address: 

Telephone: 409-539-8880

Email: mattfarragher@gmail.com
The AIC-CERT number received a call from Matt Farragher representing the Galveston Historical Foundation.  He reported that the Foundation has Headquarters and historic houses on Galveston Island including Ashton Villa and Bishop’s Palace.  

Matt told me that he is still in Austen as no one has yet been allowed on Galveston Island, but they have received word that Ashton Villa had windows blown in on the second floor.  Much water entered through these windows, and was said to have run down into the first floor.  He told me that they had moved everything they could to the second floor, and he thinks these objects may not have gotten too wet.  However, the larger furniture that was left on the first floor is said to be very wet, and they are very concerned about it.

The Bishop’s Palace was under renovation and had no collections.  This building seems to be of less concern to the Foundation, but has not been visited yet.

I believe there is a third house, but Matt did not give me any information about it.

The Foundation Headquarters, which contains collections records, is said to be in poor condition.

6. Date: September 16, 2008

Contact:  Jodi Wright-Gidley, Director

Institution: Galveston Historical Museum

Address: 

Telephone: 409-502-0635

Later the afternoon of September 16 we were contacted by Jodi Wright-Gidley who told me she is Director of the Galveston County Historical Museum.  She says that although no one has yet been able to visit the Museum, reports indicate that there was no direct water damage, but she is concerned about mold in the humid, closed-up conditions.  (I advised.)

Matt and Jodi are working together and hoped to be allowed on the island on 17 September.

7. Date: September 17, 2008

Contact:  Beth Shriner, Director of Historic Properties

Institution: Galveston Historical Foundation

Address: 

Telephone: 409-599-0639

I spoke to Matt Farragher again late in the day on 17 September. No one had yet been allowed on Galveston, so there is no new information.  He hopes to go tomorrow (18 Sept.)

Matt is interested in anything AIC-CERT can do to assess damage and advise them.  I note that Pamela Rosser has offered to assist with architectural damage assessment, and Matt would be very interested in that assistance also.

Matt says that he will be all over the place from now on, and best contact information for us to use in future is Beth Shriner, Director of Historic Properties (409) 599-0639 and Jodi Wright-Gidley (409) 502-0635.  Matt Farragher’s number is (409) 539-8880 and his email is mattfarragher@gmail.com.  I gave him Aimee’s numbers, and we agreed to keep in contact after the sites have been visited and more information is available.

8. Date: September 18, 2008

Contact:  Pat Welsh

Institution: Moody Mansion

Address: 

Telephone: 409-789-3227

Pat Welsh of Moody Mansion, Galveston Island, called the AIC-CERT line. He is in the same position as the other museums on Galveston Island, and would like our help with assessment and advice.  He is good friends with Beth Shiner, so I asked him to coordinate with her.

9. Date: September 18, 2008

Contact:  Beth Shriner

Institution:

Address: 

Telephone:

I then spoke again with Beth Shriner, who had had a “wonderful message” from Aimee and is delighted that we are able to send in an AIC-CERT furniture conservator tomorrow.  I asked her to coordinate this site visit with Pat Welsh as well.

10. Date: September 18, 2008

Contact:  Amanda Stevenson 

Institution: Museum of Printing History
Address: 1324 West Clay St., Houston, TX 77019
Telephone: 713-522-4652 ext. 729
Amanda Stevenson of the Museum of Printing History (1324 West Clay St., Houston, TX 77019 tel. 713-522-4652 ext. 729) called.  The Museum (a new structure) suffered no severe damage, just a small problem with the roof with is now being fixed.  They just got power back after 5 days.  The A/C is now on, but Amanda was concerned the collections might be damp without HVAC.  I advised her to buy a hygrometer at somewhere like Radio Shack and, if the RH does not come down below about 68% soon, to bring in portable dehumidifiers.  I encouraged her to call again if problems arise that we can advise on.
11. Date: September 19, 2008

Contact:  Dr. Edward Rashti
Institution:

Address: 
Telephone:

Dr. Edward Rashti called the AIC-CERT line from Houston.  He is concerned about a large number of acrylic gel paintings that have just been discovered to be wet/damp and are becoming moldy.  

I gave him advice on drying, and suggested that he call AIC-CERT paintings conservator Susan Blakney for more detailed information about this kind of painting.  I gave him her number.

12. Date: September 19, 2008

Contact:  Grady Harrison

Institution: Seawolf Park

Address: Galveston

Telephone: 713-824-4736

Grady Harrison of Seawolf Park, Galveston, called at the suggestion of FEMA (!!!!).  The Park has 2 vessels that were parked in trenches in grass.  Grady has not, himself, been able to get to the Park, but understands that the storm surge has moved the ships, and one is listing.  He needs heavy equipment to put them right, and wondered if we could arrange it.  There may be artifacts on the ships.  In addition, they had a building with many artifacts (but without a complete inventory) and the building was washed away.

I told Grady that our expertise is in objects/collections, and we do not have contacts with heavy equipment suppliers.  However, I told him, we will most likely send a team into Galveston, perhaps as early as next week, and if he has collections objects he would like assistance with we could offer him advice at that time.  I told him that we would telephone him when we know when we will be there, and he is very pleased to know that. 
13. Date: September 24, 2008

Contact:  Michelle Reynolds

Institution: Moody Museum

Address: 

Telephone: cell 281-332-6028 or Greg’s cell 281-635-4123

Michelle Reynolds called from the Moody Museum in Galveston.  She is concerned about nine Papago baskets that were soaked, are still very wet, and are now starting to grow mold.  The building is still very wet and drying conditions are not good, but they do have an available freezer. Because they are not well placed to air dry the baskets now, I advised her to stuff the baskets gently with unprinted newsprint (which she has a good supply of) and to freeze them until they are better placed to air dry them, perhaps with the assistance of a conservator.

14. Date: September 24, 2008

Contact:  Daniel Carey, Director 

Institution: SW Office of National Trust for Historic Preservation 

Address: 

Telephone: 817-332-4398)

Daniel Carey, Director of SW Office of National Trust for Historic Preservation (tel. (817) 332-4398) called on behalf of the Galveston Historical Foundation regarding Ashton Villa.  He reports that contractors have told them that they must remove the floor of the Villa to dry it out, and they are resistant to that advice because it is a National Historic Landmark building.  He wanted the advice of an architectural conservator. (My husband took this call and informed me, and I then referred it directly to Aimee, who will be in contact with an architectural conservator from Texas who has offered her assistance.)

15. Date: September 28, 2008

Contact:  Alana Chopa-Senzejas

Institution:

Address: 

Telephone: 409-457-4012

Alana Chopa-Senzejas called from Galveston.  She is a private individual.  She has had a number of family photographs wetted and wondered if there is a local conservator who can put them right.  I gave her advice what to do right now, and walked her through the AIC website to find a photographic conservator in the region.

16. Date: September 29, 2008

Contact:  Betty Massey, called 

Institution: Mary Moody Northen Endowment, representing Moody Mansion

Address: 2618 Broadway, Galveston, TX 77550

Telephone: cell 409-599-0656

Email: b.massey@northenendowment.org ).

Betty Massey of the Mary Moody Northen Endowment, representing Moody Mansion, called (Note: Northen is spelled correctly.)  She reports that a company has supplied generators to run dehumidification equipment and AC in the Mansion and the paper archives, which are apparently fairly substantial.  Insurance adjusters will be coming in soon.  She says she needs someone to advise on furniture and papers, Russian icons, and other objects --- what to do now, and whether to expect future problems.  

She has spoken with Steve Pine and says he is willing to come in to advise but wanted us to speak with us first.

17. Date: September 29, 2008

Contact:  Larry Gregory for Elizabeth French, Curator

Institution: Lone Star Flight Museum

Address: Galveston

Telephone: Elizabeth’s cell 409-781-7844

Larry Gregory called to say that the Lone Star Flight Museum has had extensive water damage in the collections.  The collections consist of all categories – clothing, paintings, historic artifacts of various kinds.  He needs assistance assessing the damage to the collections.  I told him Aimee would be in contact later today or tomorrow, and he was very pleased.  I asked if I could give him any immediate advice about caring for the collection right now.  He said they have their hands full, and couldn’t act on any suggestions for now.  He says the best contact will be Elizabeth French, Curator.
Barbara Moore, AIC-CERT Responder
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