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Prepare for MayDay 2015 
Encouraging cultural institutions to take simple steps to prepare for emergencies 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Foundation of the American Institute for Conservation of Historic and 
Artistic Works (FAIC) is proud to carry on Heritage Preservation's MayDay initiative encouraging 
libraries, museums, archives, historical societies, and preservation organizations to set aside May 1, 
2015, to examine and increase their preparedness for emergencies.  
 
Any organization can participate in MayDay. Last year staff at the Snowden Library of Lycoming 
College in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, reviewed basic first aid procedures with their department of 
safety and security, updated their disaster plan, and created a Pocket Response Plan; at the Historic 
Fourth Ward School Museum in Virginia City, Nevada, staff, volunteers, and interns met to discuss 
possible emergency situations, reviewed and updated their emergency manual, and made sure all 
personnel clearly understood the steps to be taken in various emergencies; and the Worthington 
Historical Society in Worthington, Ohio, developed a system for labeling their collections according to 
high, medium, and low priority in the event of an emergency to share with staff, volunteers, and local 
emergency personnel. 
 
Visit http://www.conservation-us.org/MayDay to view project ideas and the MayDay logo.  
 
Activities hosted by FAIC for MayDay 2015 are sponsored by Polygon Group, offering document 
recovery, emergency planning services, property damage restoration, and temporary humidity control 
across the globe. 
 
The Society of American Archivists (SAA) created the MayDay initiative in 2006 and promoted the 
idea to its members and allied organizations. The following year, the Heritage Emergency National 
Task Force and SAA expanded the concept to include all kinds of collecting institutions and historic 
preservation interests. For more information about SAA’s MayDay activities, see www.archivists.org  
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FAIC, the Foundation of the American Institute for Conservation of Historic & Artistic Works, 
supports conservation education, research, and outreach activities that increase understanding of our 
global cultural heritage. Learn more about FAIC at www.conservation-us.org/foundation   
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