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Cultural heritage can be found in: 
•Libraries 
•Museums 
•Historical societies 
•Monuments 

•Historic buildings 
•City archives 
•Zoos 
•Arboreta 





American museums, 
libraries, archives, 
historical societies,  
and scientific research 
organizations are 
visited 2.5 billion  
times a year. 

Over 4.8 billion artifacts are held in the 
public trust by more than 30,000 cultural 
heritage institutions in the U.S. 



Collections are vulnerable, valuable, and sometimes irreplaceable. 
 



80% of cultural heritage institutions in 
the US do not have an emergency 
plan with staff trained to carry it out. 

Did you know? 
 



Who are  
Emergency Responders? 

State emergency management 

Local emergency management 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Firefighters 

Law Enforcement 

Emergency Medical Technicians 

National Guard 
 



Emergency Operations Center 
Incident Command System 

There are official systems in place.  
Find where you fit.  Learn the lingo. 

 

CERT…COOP…EOC…GIS…ICS…JFO…MOU…NCH…NIMS…NIPP...PNP…CEMA…  



Hi! Do you    

keep a lot of  

toxic 

chemicals in 

your 

maintenance 

closet? 

These walls 

might not 

be in the 

same place 

the next 

time I’m 

here?! 

Knowledge is power! 





Emergency professionals can 
help you develop realistic plans.  



 
The Power of Partnerships 

www.heritagepreservation.org/AfR 



 Activities of current networks 

 National Leadership Institute 

 2011 Forums 

 Forum Follow-up Toolkit 



Recovery Assistance 
www.heritagepreservation.org/programs/TFcurrent 



Incentives for Preparedness 



Expert Advice Made Easy 
For cultural heritage: 



Expert Advice Made Easy 

And for the general public: 
 

• Save Your Treasures the Right Way 
• Coping with Water Damage 

(video) 
• Dealing with Soot (video) 

 
 



Emergencies: You just never know, do you?  




