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Things To Remember About Disasters 

• There is no good time to have one 
 
• You probably won’t be near collections when 

they happen 

 
• They never fail to occur at nights and  weekends 

 



The Impact of 
Weather 



Erie Loves Snow! 

Wednesday, January 23rd, 2013 Snowstorm 
 











Some things to ask yourself: 
 

• What threats are most common in your area? 
 

• What threats are the most common to your 
institution? 

 
• What are the major collection concerns? 



Don’t Forget about Internal Threats To Collections 



What To Watch When Preparing to 
Recover From A Disaster 

Damaged Building Structures 



Steam Pipe Explosion 
• Large steam pipe feeds into the room 
• Back up of pressure feeding into pipe  

• Steam pipe bursts 
• Steam poured into archives from the floor 

•  Filled the room with hot air, staff evacuated 
• After steam shut off and  

 
 



Not All Threats Are Natural 
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