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Rutherford John Gettens 1900-1974

On 30 May 1974, at the annual meeting of the American Institute for Conservation of Historic
and Artistic Works, Rutherford John Gettens urged that steps be taken to compile a history of
conservation in the arts, On the day following, he was made the first honorary member of AIC.
The meetings were held in Cooperstown, New York, After them, he and his wife journeyed
north to Mooers, New York, around five miles from the Canadian border, He had been born at
Mooers on 17 January 1900, He died there, suddenly, on 17 June 1974, While at Mooers he
had been writing what he could remember about the history of conservation,

His memory would have held substantial chapters, for knowledge of conservation had occupied
him for fifty years (Bachelor of Science, Middlebury College, 1923; Master of Arts, Harvard
University, 1929). He was appointed to the staff of the Fogg Art Museum at Harvard in 1928,
In 1949 he became Chief, Museum Technical Research; in 1951, Associate in Technical
Research, Freer Gallery of Art, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D, C. ; in 1961, Head
Curator, Technical Laboratory, Freer Gallery of Art, From 1968 to 1974, he was Research
Consultant to that laboratory,

A founding Fellow of the International Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works,
he became a Council Member of that Institute, a Vice-President, and, from 1968 to 1971, the
President, For the International Council of Museums he had been Coordinator of one Working
Group on Reference Materials and of another on the Preservation and Restoration of Outdoor
Sculptures., From 1960 to 1970 he was a member of the Board of Consulting Fellows,
Conservation Center, Institute of Fine Arts, New York University, In 1971 he was Fulbright
Lecturer to Greece for advice on establishment of a National Conservation Laboratory for Art
and Archaeology,

His full legacy to conservation in the arts rises above calculation, a structure impalpable and
blurred by the mist of dawn, Plain and tangible, however, lie his published writings., Between
1932 and 1974 the titles can be numbered by the score. Within thousands of printed pages is
the book, The Freer Chinese Bronzes (Vol, I, 1969), Within them, also, is Painting Materials;
a Short Encyclopedia (1942) which ran to many editions, the last a translation into the Japanese
(Tokyo, 1973), Often his treatises reported studies conducted in collaboration with other
persons, The latest appears in the current number of Studies in Conservation, With

Elizabeth West FitzHugh and Robert L, Feller he had made an exhaustive compendium on
'Calcium Carbonate Whites'. This was the ninth in a series which had been prepared under his
editorship since 1966 on 'Identification of the Materials of Paintings'. Besides preparing
records of his own investigations, he had been Associate Editor of Technical Studies in the
Field of the Fine Aris, 1935 to 1942, and Editor of IIC Abstracts, 1962 to 1968.

Over the field of conservation he had been an early explorer. Each of his ventures went as far
as reagents, radiations, and lenses would allow, as far as mind and machine could take him,
The aim of the undertakings was to learn about things, how each was formed and how it came to
be as it was, The thing might have been a lump of clay, a fragment of metal, or an artifact
that was renowned across the continents, Those persons who worked with him trod in modest
comfort as they helped him beat a track into the wilderness of things. The ground might be
rough and steep, but the pace remained tolerable, The air was fresh, spiced by adventure,
The air was clean, free from jealousy and strife; free from rancour and from guile, The
company was genial, often merry. If a wrong step was taken, each blamed only himself. The
friend who led them knew where they were bound. He would find the way., GEORGE L, STOUT.




BIBLIOGRAPHY OF RUTHERFORD JOHN GETTENS

1931
'"The restoration of bronzes from Iraq'in Fogg Art Museum Notes, Vol. 2, pp, 273-283, illus.

1932

'A microsectioner for paint films' in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts, Vol. 1,
pp. 20-28,illus,

'Preliminary report on the measurement of the moisture permeability of protective coatings'
in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts, Vol. 1, pp. 63-68, illus, , table.

'"Transport des fresques orientales sur de nouveaux supports' in Mouseion, Vol, 17-18, pp, 107~
112 (with George L, Stout),

1933

'Composition of the patina on a modern bronze statue' in Technical Studies in the Field of the
Fine Arts, Vol, 2, pp. 31-33.

'A microextraction apparatus for use with small particles of paint films' in Technical Studies
in the Field of the Fine Arts.Vol, 2, pp, 107-110, illus,

'Mineralization, electrolytic treatment, and radiographic examination of copper and bronze
objects from Nuzi'in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts, Vol, 1, pp. 118-142, illus,
'The moisture permeability of protective coatings' in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine
Arts, Vol, 2, pp, 15-25, illus, , tables (with Elizabeth Bigelow),

'"The problem of lining adhesives for paintings' in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine
Arts, Vol, 2, pp, 81-104, illus, (with George L, Stout),

1934

'Chemical problems in the fine arts' in Journal of Chemical Education, Vol, 11, pp, 587-595,

'An equipment for the microchemical examination of pictures and other works of art' in
Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts, Vol, 2, pp, 185-202, illus,

'Some observations concerning the lustrous surface on certain ancient Eastern bronze mirrors'
in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts, Vol, 3, pp. 29-37, illus, .

1935

'Microscopic examination of specimens from an Italian painting' in Technical Studies in the
Field of the Fine Arts, Vol, 3, pp, 165-173, illus,

'"Polymerized vinyl acetate and related compounds in the restoration of objects of art' in
Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts, Vol, 4, pp, 15-27,

1936

'La corrosion recidivante des objets anciens en bronze et en cuivre' in Mouseion, Vol, 35-36,
pp.119-139, '

'"The cross-sectioning of paint films' in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts, Vol, 5,
pp. 18-22, illus,

'Examples of the restoration of corroded bronzes'in Bulletin of the Fogg Art Museum, Vol, 5,
pp. 35-39, illus, (with Harold D, Ellsworth),

'"The stage microscope in the routine examination of pamtmgs in Technical Studies in the Field
of the Fine Arts, Vol. 4, pp, 207-233, illus, , tables (with George L. Stout).

'"Trial data on painting materials - supports' in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts,

Vol. 5, pp. 23-72,

1937

'Chemical and microscope examination of the green glaze on objects found at Nuzi' in Nuzi by

R, F, S. Starr, Cambridge, Mass. , Vol, 1, App. B, pp. 523-525.

'"The preparation of microscope specimens for mailing' in Technical Studies in the Field of the
Fine Arts,Vol, 5, pp.182-183,

'Report on metallographic and microchemical investigations of gilded objects from Coclé' in
Metalwork of Coclé by 8, K, Lothrop et al, , Memoirs of the Peabody Museum, Harvard University,
Vol. 7, App. I, pp. 28-33, illus.
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'Chemical problems in a museum of fine arts' in Report of the N, E, Association of Chemistry
Teachers, Vol. 38, pp. 132-138,

1938

'The materials in the wall paintings from Kizil in Chinese Turkestan' in Technical Studies in

the Field of the Fine Arts, Vol, 6, pp. 281-294, illus,

'"The materials in the wall paintings of Bamiyan, Afghanistan' in Technical Studies in the Field
of the Fine Arts, Vol. 6, pp, 186-193, illus,

'"Pigments in a wall painting from Central China'in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine

Arts, Vol. 7, pp. 89-105, illus,

1939
'A standard for artists' materials'in Magazine of Art, Vol.32,pp, 518 et seq. (with Frank W,
Sterner).

'Trial data on painting materials - pigments and inert materials' in Technical Studies in the
Field of the Fine Arts, Vol, 7, pp. 200-243; Vol. 8, pp. 12-60,

1940

'A method of painting in classical times' in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts,
Vol. 9, pp. 75-104, illus, (with Prentice Duell).

'Testing pigments for use in fresco painting' in National Society of Mural Painters News
Bulletin, Vol., 3, pp., 6~7 (with Frank W, Sterner).

'Trial data on painting materials - supports' in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts,
Vol, 9, pp. 27~70, figs.

'The use of methyl methacrylate in the preparation of polished specimens of friable material'
in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts, Vol, 9, pp. 113118, illus,

1941

'Comparison of effect of sunlight and carbon arc light on artists' oil paints'in American Paint
Journal, Vol, 25,pp, 16 et seq. (with Frank W, Sterner),

"The compatibility of pigments in artists' oil paints' in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine
Arts, Vol, 10, pp, 18~28, illus, (with Frank W, Sterner),

'The problem of mold growth in paintings'in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts,
Vol. 9, pp. 127-144, illus, , tables (with Murray Pease and George L, Stout).

'Trial data on painting materials - solvents, diluents, and detergents' in Technical Studies in the
Field of the Fine Arts, Vol, 9, pp. 221-252,

1942

Painting Materials - a Short Encyclopedia, New York, Van Nostrand, 333 pp. , illus, ,diagrams
(with George L, Stout),

'A review of the problem of Aegean wall painting' in Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine
Arts, Vol, 10, pp, 129-223, illus. (with Prentice Duell),

'Sponsors' notes on the commercial standard for artists' oil paints' in Artists' Qil Paints:
Commercial Standard CS 98-42, Washington, D, C. , U, S. Govt, Printing Office (with Frank W,
Sterner). (Updated reissue CS 98-62,1962),

1944
'Examination of a bronze figurine' App, II, 'Doll, Queen, or Goddess ?' by Elizabeth Riefstahl in

Brooklyn Museum Journal, pp, 22-23,

1947
'"The materials in a painting by Spinello Aretino' in Fogg Museum of Art Bulletin, Vol, 10,

pp. 188-193,

1949
'Tin-oxide patina of ancient high-tin bronze' in Fogg Museum of Art Bulletin, Vol. 2, pp. 16~26.

1950
'Lapis lazuli and ultramarine in ancient times' in Alumni (Brussels), Vol, 19, pp. 342-357,
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1951

'"The corrosion products of an ancient Chinese bronze' in Journal of Chemical Education,
Vol. 28, pp. 6771,

'The materials and methods of some religious paintings of early nineteenth century New
Mexico' in El Palacio, Vol,58, pp, 3~16 (with E, H, Turner),

'Principles in the conservation of mural paintings', Michigan University - Anthropological
Papers - Bulletin, No, 8, pp. 59-72,

1952

'"The bleaching of stained and discolored pictures on paper with sodium chlorite and chlorine
dioxide' in Museum (London), Vol. 5, pp. 116-130 (with French translation).

'Science in the art museum' in Scientific American, Vol. 187, pp, 22-27,

'La technique des 'primitifs' Flamands' in Studies in Conservation, Vol, 1, pp, 1-29 (with

P. Coremans and J. Thissen).

1954

'Calcium sulphate minerals in the grounds of Italian paintings' in Studies in Conservation,
Vol.1,pp.174-189 (with M, E, Morse).

'"True and false vermilion on early Chinese ceramics' in Far Eastern Ceramic Bulletin, Vol. 6,
Series No, 25, pp, 16-27, illus,

'A visit to an ancient gypsum quarry in Tuscany' in Studies in Conservation, Vol, 1, pp. 190-192,
illus,

1955

Abstracts of Technical Studies in Art and Archaeology, 1943-1952, Washington, D, C, , Freer
Gallery of Art, Occasional Papers Vol, 2, No, 2, 408 pp, (with Bertha M, Usilton),
'Chalconatronite, a new mineral from Egypt' in Science, Vol, 122, No, 3158, pp. 75-76 (with
Clifford Frondel).

'Chalconatronite; an alteration product on some ancient Egyptian bronzes' in Studies in
Conservation, Vol, 2, pp, 64-74, illus, , tables (with Clifford Frondel).,

'Identification of pigments on fragments of mural paintings from Bonampak, Chiapas, Mexico'
in Bonampak, Chiapas, Mexico by Karl Ruppert, Carnegie Institution of Washington, Publication
No, 602, p. 67,

1956
'Report on the technical examination of bronze head of a Near Eastern bull' in Hittite Bronzes in
the Fogg Art Museum by Prof, G, M, A, Hanfmann and D, P, Hansen, pp. 17-18, illus,

1957

"The composition of some ancient Persian and other Near Eastern silver objects'in Ars
Orientalis, Vol, 2, pp. 83-90 (with Claude L.Waring).

'The Freer Gallery of Art, Smithsonian Institution' in The Identification of Non-artifactual
Archaeological Materials, report of a conference held in Chicago,11~13 March 1956, by the
Committee on Archaeological Identification, National Academy of Sciences, Pub. 565, pp, 32~34,

1958

'"The identification of pigments and inerts on paintings and other museum objects' in

Application of Science in Examination of Works of Art, proceedings of a seminar held in Boston,
15-18 September 1958, by the Museum of Fine Arts, pp, 31-49, illus,

'A monument of Byzantine wall painting ~ the method of construction’ in Studies in Conservation,
Vol, 3,pp. 107-119, illus, (with George L. Stout),

'Physical properties of pigments'in Handbook of Chemistry and Physics, 39th ed. , pp. 1491-1494,

1959

'Examining tables in use at the Freer Gallery of Art' in Studies in Conservation, Vol. 4, pp, 23~
27, 1illus,

'"The Freer Gallery laboratory for technical studies in oriental art and archaeology' in Studies
in Conservation, Vol., 4, pp. 140-145, illus,




1960
'"European conservation laboratories'in Museum News (Washington, D, C, ), Vol, 39, pp, 23-27

1961

'Mineral alteration products on ancient metal objects' in Proceedings of the IIC Rome
Conference 1961, pp, 171-174 (reprinted in Recent Advances in Conservation, London,
Butterworths, 1963, pp. 89-92),

'Proposal for a handbook on analysis of materials of paintings' in Proceedings of the IIC_Rome
Conference 1961, pp.47-50 (reprinted in Recent Advances in Conservation, London, Butterworths,
1963, pp. 26-28).,

"Teaching and research in art conservation' in Science, Vol, 133, No, 3460, pp, 1212-1216, illus,

1962 .
'TIC and ICOM: conservators meet in Rome and Barcelona' in Museum News (Washington, D, C, ),
Vol, 40, pp. 36-39,

'Maya blue; an unsolved problem in ancient pigments' in American Antiquity, Vol, 27, pp, 557~
564, tables.,

'"Minerals in art and archaeology' in Smithsonian Annual Report for 1961, pp. 551-568, illus,
"Note on the composition, fabrication and condition of this Sui dynasty mirror' in Artibus

Agiae, Vol, 25, pp, 146-148,

"Tumacacori interior decorations' in Arizoniana, Vol, 3, pp. 7-33, illus. (with Charlie R, Steen),

1963
'"Minerals in art and archaeology' in Gems and Minerals, pp. 16~19 (November).

1964
'Conservators in Russia'in Museum News, Vol,42, pp, 11-17,illus,
'The corrosion products of metal antiquities' in Smithsonian Annual Report for 1963, pp. 54 7-

568, illus.

1965

'Joining methods in the fabrication of ancient Chinese bronze ceremonial vessels' in
Application of Science in Examination of Works of Art, proceedings of a seminar at the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 7-16 September 1965, pp. 205-217,

1966

'Azurite and blue verditer' in Studies in Conservation, Vol, 11, pp. 54~61 (with Elisabeth West
FitzHugh).

Painting Materials - A Short Encyclopedia (with George L. Stout), reprint with new preface and
tables, Dover,

1967

The Freer Chinese Bronzes, Vol, 1: Catalogue, Washington, Smithsonian Institution, Freer
Gallery of Art Oriental Studies No, 7 (with John A, Pope, James Cahill and Noel Barnard).

'Lead white' in Studies in Conservation, Vol, 12, pp, 125~139 (with Hermann Kithn and W, T, Chase).
'"Preservation and restoration of out-door metal sculptures', paper presented to the 6e réunion
mixte du Comité de 1'ICOM pour les Laboratoires de Musées et du sous-Comité de 1'ICOM pour
Traitement des Peintures, Brussels,

1969

The Freer Chinese Bronzes, Vol, II: Technical Studies, Washington, Smithsonian Institution,
Freer Gallery of Art, Oriental Studies, No. 7.

'IIC: an international association of conservators'in Museum News, Vol,47, pp,11-14,

1970
'Patina: noble and vile' in Art and Archaeology, edited by Suzannah Doeringer, David Gordon

Mitten and Arthur Steinberg, Cambridge, Mass., M, I, T, Press, pp.57-72,

1971
'Calcalite and other efflorescent salts on objects stored in wooden museum cases' in Science
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and Technology, edited by Robert H, Brill, Cambridge, Mass, , pp. 91~102, illus. (with

Elisabeth West FitzHugh).

'"Two early Chinese bronze weapons with meteoritic iron blades' in Freer Occasional Papers,

Vol. 4, No. 1 (with Roy 8. Clarke and W, T, Chase).
1972

'Vermilion and cinnabar' in Studies in Conservation, Vol, 17, pp. 45~69, illus, (with Robert L.

Feller and W, T, Chase).

'‘Japanese paintings ~ technical studies and conservation at the Freer Gallery of Art' in
Conservation of Paintings and the Graphic Arts, proceedings of the IIC Lisbon Congress 1972,

pp. 501~505,
1974

'Malachite and green verditer' in Studies in Conservation, Vol, 19, pp. 2-23 (with Elisabeth West

FitzHugh),

'Calcium carbonate whites' in Studies in Conservation, Vol. 19, pp. 157-184 (with Elisabeth West

FitzHugh and Robert L, Feller).

New Members

NEW FELLOWS OF IIC

Marigene H, Butler, Director, Infermuseum Laboratory, Oberlin, Ohio (USA)

May-July 1974

Jose H,Orracca, Conservator, International Museum of Photography, Rochester, N. Y, (USA)
Frederick J, Marsh, Head of Conservation, India Office Library and Records, London (UK)

NEW SUPPORTING INSTITUTIONS OF IIC

Texas Archaeological Research Laboratory, Balcones Research Center

University of Texas, Austin, Texas 78757
Gateshead Technical College
Durham Road, Gateshead NE9 5BN
City Museum and Art Gallery
Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1HP
Steiermirkisches Landesarchiv
Blirgergasse 2a, A~-8010 Graz
Bureau voor Architektuur en Ruimtelijke Ordening Ir, Oom
Zuiderpark 21, Groningen
Graduate Conservation Programme
Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario K71, 3N6
James Bourlet and Sons Ltd
36 Dover Street, London W1X 3RB
John Brister Library
Memphis State University, Memphis, Tennessee 38152
Newcastle upon Tyne Polytechnic
Ellison Building, Ellison Place, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8ST
Intermuseum Laboratory
Allen Art Building, Oberlin, Qhio 44074
Heard Museum Library
22 East Monte Vista, Phoenix, Arizona 85004
National Gallery of Rhodesia
P, O, Box 8155, Causeway, Salisbury

May-July 1974
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UK
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